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Creating Connections to 
Advance the Specialty



Every one of us—educator, 
researcher, leader, donor, 
volunteer—is a vital link in 
advancing periodontology.  
The stronger and deeper 
our connections, the 
brighter and better future 
we can build together.
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When you support the AAP Foundation, you are 
connected to not only the award recipients who benefit 
from Foundation programs, but also to their patients, 
their students, and their families.

Your generosity connects you to those who benefit 
from AAP initiatives supported by the AAP Foundation, 
like the LEAD program that nurtures new leaders, the 
Regeneration Symposium, scholarships to attend the 
Annual Meeting, and more. Every dollar you entrust to the 
AAP Foundation makes you an active part of the future of 
our specialty.

“Dentistry has changed so much in the past decade,” says 
Adam Lietzen, 2023 Teaching Fellow. “In this shifting 
landscape, the Foundation’s recognition of upcoming 
leaders maintains our specialty’s prominence. That 
generational support keeps periodontology strong.” 

Thank you for being an integral part of the Foundation’s 
work. Together, the connections we make and the legacy 
we leave will ensure a very bright future indeed. We could 
not do it without you.

Kindest Regards,

Joan Otomo-Corgel, DDS, MPH 
President

Dear Colleagues,

What do you think of when you consider the legacy you 
will leave? Perhaps you have children and consider them 
your legacy. Maybe you reflect on the patients you have 
cared for throughout your career and see their health 
as part of your contribution. Each of these represents a 
connection you have made and a life you have impacted.

It was my honor to serve as the AAP Foundation 
President in 2023. I view my service to the AAP 
Foundation as an important part of the legacy I will 
leave for our specialty because the impact of the AAP 
Foundation is unquestionable.

We were delighted to welcome so many of you to the 
Annual Meeting in Austin. Treloar & Heisel once again 
partnered with the Foundation to bring you the latest 
on estate planning. Our best and brightest brought you 
their innovative research during our well-attended Future 
Horizons in Periodontology CE session. We were able 
to celebrate the 2023 AAP Foundation award recipients 
at the joint Awards Ceremony we held with the AAP. We 
honored the contributions of our dear colleague, the 
late Dr. James T. Mellonig, with an incredibly special 
dinner gathering. After that, we enjoyed a fantastic 
historic Austin location and some live honky-tonk at our 
AAP Foundation Hoedown! With delicious Austin fare, 
cold drinks, cowboy hats and kerchiefs, we line-danced 
and two-stepped the night away. Our sincere thanks to 
the Avenues, Geistlich, Lynch Regenerative Medicine, 
and Pacific Dental Services for helping make these two 
memorable events possible. Finally, we are grateful to all 
the individual donors and companies who helped make 
the Silent Auction such a resounding success and we 
relished the opportunity to talk with so many of you in 
person at the Foundation booth.
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 Meet the AAPF 
2023 award 

recipients who 
will inspire the 
periodontists  
of tomorrow.
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Educator 

Scholarship

Zhaozhao Chen, DDS, MS, PhD 
Clinical Instructor 

University of Michigan  
School of Dentistry

“�Academia is competitive and 
difficult financially. I’m grateful 
to the Foundation for the trust 
they have put in me.”

he best part of my job is being actively involved in 
both the pre- and postdoctoral programs,” says Dr. 

Zhaozhao Chen. “I’m motivated to continue to improve 
myself and to teach both groups.” 

“It’s rewarding to see students think outside of the box, 
master new techniques, and pass knowledge on to 
others. Watching predocs who initially struggled using 
a probe eventually fall in love with our specialty and get 
accepted into perio programs brings me great joy.  
They are on their way to becoming skillful clinicians  
and possibly educators. That progress makes the 
specialty better.” 

“I was trained in prosthodontics in China,” she explains. “I 
was able to do some implant surgeries, but I lacked soft 
tissue management skills. I came to the United States to 
pursue perio training. I’m interested in the intersection 
of both specialties. Understanding both disciplines 
makes me a more well-rounded specialist. It’s easier 
to communicate with students, patients, and referring 
doctors because I can see cases from all sides.” 

“For clinical research, I’m focused on digital dentistry 
and immediate implant placement. This year several 
of my manuscripts were accepted for publication. In 
the postdoc program, I’m actively involved in current 
literature review, implant literature, and practice 
management.” 

“This scholarship validates my accomplishments and 
gives me confidence. It allows me to focus more on 
the teaching and research that I’m passionate about. 
Academia is competitive and difficult financially. I’m 
grateful to the Foundation for the trust they have put in 
me. For young clinicians and educators, these awards 
are so important and so helpful. No matter how much 
you are able to give, your generosity contributes to the 
development of the specialty.”

“T
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“�Donors might not understand how meaningful this 
recognition is for graduates who are struggling 
to pay their student loans. Organized dentistry 
is extremely beneficial to our field, and I’m glad 
we have grant programs and other activities to 
provide that solidarity.”

 
Educator 

Scholarship

Halide Namli Kilic, DDS, MSD, PhD  
Clinical Assistant Professor 

Indiana University  

ther international dentists told Dr. Kilic, who is  
from Turkey, that it would be impossible to pursue  

a residency and practice in the United States.  
Fortunately, she didn’t listen. Today, she is thriving in  
her academic career. 

Dr. Kilic has a full schedule. She supervises first-year 
dental students in the predoc course and graduate level 
two courses, lectures in advanced periodontology for 
second-year residents, and teaches in the predoc and 
graduate clinics. Those responsibilities are in addition to 
a variety of research initiatives. Plus, she recently took 
the American Board of Periodontology oral exam. 

In addition to her specialty in periodontology, Dr. Kilic is 
also an oral surgeon. “I wanted to become a periodontist 
to work with soft tissue. I fell in love with mucogingival 
surgeries. I also enjoy bone grafts and sinus lifts,” she 
says. “Understanding both disciplines is a big advantage 
in teaching. I try to provide the residents with perspective 
on both.”

“I love the variety of teaching and having time to practice 
and see patients. It’s very satisfying to watch the 
residents and predoc students improve their surgical, 
diagnostic, and treatment planning skills. Eventually, I’d 
like to do solo research. My long-range goal is to become 
an associate professor and graduate program director.” 

“I worked hard for this career. I was 37 weeks pregnant 
when I took the board exams, and I had a two-year-old 
during residency. My daughter is six now. The award  
was encouragement and justification for that effort.  
The financial support is nice, too. We have a lot of debt 
from tuition.” 

“Donors might not understand how meaningful this 
recognition is for graduates who are struggling to pay 
their student loans. Organized dentistry is extremely 
beneficial to our field, and I’m glad we have grant 
programs and other activities to provide that solidarity.” 

O
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“�The Tarrson Fellowship is a tremendous honor for a 
periodontist in academia. The support will help me 
advance my professional development. I’m focused on 
expanding the breadth of my knowledge in education 
so I can be better equipped to teach our future dental 
students and residents.”

 
 

Bud and Linda  
Tarrson Fellowship

Beatriz Bezerra, DDS, PhD 
Predoctoral Periodontal  

Program Director
University of California,  

Los Angeles

am so happy to inform my students about how the 
Foundation supports educators. That assistance 

ensures that we have periodontists who are interested 
in pursuing an academic career,” explains Dr. Beatriz 
Bezerra. “This award motivates students to consider 
teaching. It validates my professional choice and is 
making an impact on my life and career.”

“The Tarrson Fellowship is a tremendous honor for a 
periodontist in academia. The support will help me 
advance my professional development. I’m focused on 
expanding the breadth of my knowledge in education 
so I can be better equipped to teach our future dental 
students and residents.” 

“Unfortunately, you don’t learn how to be an educator 
during residency. In 2021, I received the AAP Foundation 
Fellowship to the Institute for Teaching and Learning in 
the Health Professions. That opportunity was a great 
introduction to the academic skill set. This program was 
a spark that made me want to perfect my skills. Being the 
best teacher to my students is what motivates me.” 

“I am the third recipient of the Tarrson Fellowship at 
UCLA and I hope that I can continue to fulfill the goals 
of the Tarrson family. We have a lot of fun engaging our 
students and faculty in fundraising for the Foundation as 
we make the PerioDash a yearly event. I plan to continue 
promoting the Foundation throughout my career.” 

Dr. Bezerra enjoys the diversity of her role as a 
predoctoral director. “I’m a coach for my students. 
That’s the most gratifying part of my role,” she says. 
“We discuss clinical cases, and I ensure that everyone 
is progressing toward their graduation requirements. 
I encourage students to participate in research and 
engage in other activities that will enhance their overall 
learning experience.” She is the faculty advisor for the 
Periodontics Study Club at UCLA and supports  

students interested in pursuing a career in periodontics. 
“I want to make sure they have the best experience while 
in dental school, so we organize lunch-n-learns and 
workshops focused on various topics in periodontics,”  
Dr. Bezerra explains.

“I love it when students approach me with ideas. My 
research focuses on the relationship between perio and 
systemic conditions, but if a student has a concept they 
want to explore, I support them. Currently, I’m working on 
systematic reviews related to vaping and periodontitis 
as well as the relationship between illicit drugs and 
periodontal disease.” 

Dr. Bezerra hopes that her support for the Foundation will 
inspire others both to teach and to give. “I contribute to 
the Foundation so that periodontists who are interested in 
pursuing a career in academics can have that opportunity. 
This recognition makes a significant difference in how 
you see yourself and how others see you.”

“I
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“�Receiving a prestigious award from people who 
recognize your efforts validates that you’re 
heading in the right direction. The Fellowship 
will also help with receiving future promotions 
as well as funding for research.”

 
Teaching Fellowship

Rafael Siqueira, DDS, MS, PhD 
Assistant Professor in Periodontics, 

Graduate Program Director
Virginia Commonwealth  

University

learn something new almost every minute,” says 
Dr. Rafael Siqueira. “I interact with so many people 

in a single day, including students, patients, staff, 
and peers from different specialties. It’s gratifying 
to make an impact on all these different lives and to 
have the opportunity to exchange ideas, knowledge, 
and experiences. I am constantly learning from these 
relationships.”

“The financial component of the Teaching Fellowship is 
important,” Dr. Siqueira notes. “But there are many other 
benefits. Becoming a periodontist is a long road with a 
huge cost. Monetary support helps alleviate some of  
that stress.” 

“In addition, receiving a prestigious award from people 
who recognize your efforts validates that you’re heading 
in the right direction. The Fellowship will also help with 
receiving future promotions as well as funding for research.” 

Dr. Siqueira is deeply involved with his students. “I work 
closely with them in the clinic,” he advises. “They are 
learning the basics of perio as well as advanced surgical 
procedures. I also make a point of teaching each month 
in the predoc clinic. Dental students are the future of our 
profession. We can make an impact on their education 
and learn about their needs and aspirations.” 

Most of Dr. Siqueira’s research initiatives are devoted 
to implant dentistry. “I’m interested in the long-term 
outcomes of implant therapy, including the prevention 
and management of peri-implantitis,” he says. “There’s so 
much we don’t understand in this field.” 

“I’m involved in a variety of other research and student 
mentoring activities, including an implant clinical trial, 
guided surgery, and studies on long-term tooth retention,” 
Dr. Siqueira advises. “We’re also incorporating new 
technology such as digital dentistry and digital workflows 
into our programs.”

Dr. Siqueira was attracted to perio’s link with systemic 
health and its preventative orientation. “We can impact 
patients’ lives in many different ways. We can save  
teeth, reconstruct hard and soft tissues, and replace 
missing teeth. Perio’s basis in biology means that it is 
never boring.” 

“I look forward to seeing my first class of residents 
graduate, obtain their board certification, and begin 
developing themselves as successful periodontists and 
people. I hope to keep progressing in my academic  
career and support our program to become nationally  
and internationally recognized. And, of course, to 
continue evolving as a person, a professional, and a 
lifelong learner.”

“A gift to the Foundation is an important way for 
specialists to support their future,” Dr. Siqueira advises. 
“An academic career involves countless hours of training. 
We are educating the next generation so that the field can 
continue to advance. The Foundation is doing a serious 
job. When you support that mission, you guarantee that 
the specialty will continue to thrive.”

“I
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“�Dentistry has changed so much in the  
past decade. In this shifting landscape, 
the Foundation’s recognition of upcoming 
leaders maintains our specialty’s 
prominence. That generational support 
keeps periodontology strong.”

 
Teaching Fellowship

Adam Lietzan, DMD, MS, PhD  
Assistant Professor

The University of North  
Carolina at Chapel Hill

  

hen your colleagues open the door, take a chance 
and walk through,” says Dr. Adam Lietzan. “Keep 

doing your best and opportunities will find you.” That idea 
has certainly proved true in Dr. Lietzan’s career.

The 2023 Teaching Fellowship is Dr. Lietzan’s third 
Foundation grant. In 2020, the Dr. D. Walter Cohen Award 
launched his academic career. Then in 2021, a grant 
to attend the ADEA Institute for Teaching and Learning 
ensured that he would step into his new role with the 
skills to be successful in the clinic and classroom. 

Dr. Lietzan sees this recognition as identifying his 
potential to make an impact on the specialty. “My 
colleagues recognize me as a future leader in the field,” 
he notes. “I feel privileged and grateful to be honored this 
early in my career, especially for a prestigious grant that 
has been presented to incredible pioneers over the years. 
The financial component is important, but the recognition 
from my peers is priceless.” 

“I’ve always understood the importance of supporting 
the specialty, and receiving a Teaching Fellowship 
only increases my continued commitment to promote 
periodontology,” he adds.

As Dr. Lietzan matures into his role, his enthusiasm 
continues to grow. “I love being an educator, a researcher, 
and a clinician,” he says. “The novelty and excitement 
of all three roles makes every day unique. I appreciate 
how each pillar informs another to create a rewarding 
professional experience.”   

“It’s fascinating to take learners on that journey towards 
an “aha” moment. Introducing new concepts can change 
a learner’s perspective on clinical dentistry and, most 
importantly, patient care. A chance to influence treatment 
excellence is one of the most rewarding aspects of  
my job. I love research, but educating and mentoring 
learners is my most meaningful career experience,”  
Dr. Lietzan explains.

Dr. Lietzan is grateful for the support that has helped 
him travel this far in his career. “It took a village to raise 
me. I can list countless people who have contributed to 
my growth and development. All these relationships have 
shaped who I am today. The variety of perspectives I’ve 
obtained throughout my career has made me a better 
educator, clinician, and researcher.”

“Dentistry has changed so much in the past decade. In 
this shifting landscape, the Foundation’s recognition of 
upcoming leaders maintains our specialty’s prominence. 
That generational support keeps periodontology strong.” 

“W



8 AAP Foundation  2023 Annual Report

“�Our specialty is facing challenges 
from private equity groups and 
dental service organizations. These 
awards make a big difference. We 
need people who will continue 
to advance the field. To keep the 
specialty robust and strong the 
focus must be on providing the 
highest quality patient care.”

 
 

Nevins Teaching 
and Clinical Research 

Fellowship

Shayan Barootchi, MS, DMD 
Assistant Professor  
Harvard University

Adjunct Professor  
University of Michigan

ny award from the Foundation is significant, but 
the Nevins Award is a highlight of my career. It’s 

given for clinical research—something about which I 
am passionate. Even before residency, I admired Dr. 
Nevins. This recognition will help me advance and remain 
motivated. The support will also offset the financial 
burden of residency.” 

Since receiving the Foundation’s Schoor Award in 2022, 
Dr. Barootchi reports that his career is on track. He 
enjoys being able to exercise his curiosity, explore fresh 
topics, and interact with the residents. “It’s great to be up 
to date and study the new knowledge that will move the 
profession forward,” says Dr. Barootchi.

“We’re currently utilizing AI to learn about peri-implant 
diseases. We’re collecting large data sets to discover how 
implants get diseased and find strategies to recognize 
signs of infection early and prevent it. Along with  
Dr. Lorenzo Tavelli, I developed a new method for treating 
gingival recessions and mucosal defects around teeth 
and implants,” explains Dr. Barootchi.

He adds, “We are going to see a surge in peri-implantitis 
and other complications. If you study the literature and 
clinical evidence, you see we still have not recognized the 
most effective treatment options. It is not a concept of 
one size fits all due to the complexity of implant therapy 
and all the variables of treatment. We have much more to 
learn, and I believe the most effective approach to peri-
implant health is preventative care. Right now, the most 
predictable approach seems to be removal of the implant 
and starting over. There is also the issue of patient 
compliance. We know very little about the interactions  
of all the different components that have an impact  
on success.” 

“When it comes to implant complications, periodontists 
are the first resource people look to and the specialty 
must focus on learning more. We should be the world 
leaders in this area,” emphasizes Dr. Barootchi.

“Our specialty is facing challenges from private equity 
groups and dental service organizations. These awards 
make a big difference. We need people who will continue 
to advance the field. To keep the specialty robust and 
strong the focus must be on providing the highest quality 
patient care.”

“A
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“�My goals revolve around becoming an academic 
leader. I’m committed to serving the field of 
periodontics, striving to make meaningful 
advancements, and leaving a lasting impact 
through my work.”

 
Nevins BioHorizons 

Teaching and Clinical 
Research Fellow

Jennifer Chang, DDS, MSD 
Predoctoral Periodontal  

Program Director
University of Texas Health  

Science Center  
at Houston

’ve learned how compassion supports my role as 
a periodontist and an academic,” says Dr. Jennifer 

Chang. “I make it a point to connect with patients, 
listen to their stories, understand their concerns, and 
personalize their treatment plans. By being approachable 
and providing individual guidance and encouragement,  
I extend the same empathy to my students.” 

That commitment to quality educational and clinical 
experiences also earned Dr. Chang the Foundation’s  
2019 Mellonig Award and an ADEA Teaching and 
Learning Fellowship. 

“Growing up with a father who was a computer science 
professor, I witnessed his joy at helping students excel,” 
Dr. Chang advises. “I was motivated to emulate and  
then surpass his example. Although my brothers  
followed his footsteps into programming, I chose 
periodontal education and I’m eager to support my 
patients, my students, and all their future patients  
with that same dedication.” 

“I am committed to ongoing mentorship. To date, I’ve  
had the privilege of guiding over 40 students, many 
of whom have excelled as finalists and winners at 
prestigious events.”

Dr. Chang is an innovator who is excited to use new 
technology to support her teaching and clinical 
initiatives. “Recently, I launched a YouTube channel 
aimed at delving into the efficacy of video-based learning 
methods,” she says. “My team and I are deeply immersed 
in the integration of artificial intelligence technologies 
into dental diagnosis and treatment planning. We’re 
particularly focused on areas such as periodontitis, 
implant dentistry, and oral pathology.”

In addition to exploring technology, Dr. Chang is also 
establishing new partnerships and collaborations.  

“I spearheaded the development of two hands-on 
continuing education courses and established an 
International Visiting Student Program at UTSD. These 
initiatives extend the reach of dental education beyond 
our institutions to both local and international audiences.”

“Receiving the Nevins Fellowship marks a 
significant milestone in this career journey. I 
am deeply grateful for the recognition and the 
generous financial support. Programs like this play 
a critical role in shaping the future of periodontology.  
I appreciate AAPF’s foresight in creating such  
impactful opportunities.”

“My goals revolve around becoming an academic leader. 
I’m committed to serving the field of periodontics, 
striving to make meaningful advancements, and leaving a 
lasting impact through my work.”

“To those who may not yet support the Foundation, I’d like 
to highlight the profound impact that AAPF’s generosity 
and resources have had on both my career and the wider 
periodontology community,” Dr. Chang notes. “I am 
sincerely grateful for AAPF’s unwavering commitment 
to fostering excellence in our field. I look forward to 
supporting that mission, and I extend an invitation to 
anyone who shares this vision to join me.”

“I

The AAP Foundation 
is grateful to 

BioHorizons for their 
sponsorship of  

this award.



10 AAP Foundation  2023 Annual Report

“�I’m grateful 
to mentors 
who inspired 
me to pursue 
this career as 
well as to the 
Foundation 
donors who 
are supporting 
me early in my 
development.”

 
Dr. D. Walter Cohen 

Teaching Award

David T. Wu, DMD, DMSc 
Lecturer in the Department of Oral 
Medicine, Infection, and Immunity

Harvard School of  
Dental Medicine

r. David Wu, who also won a 2022 Educator 
Scholarship, is deeply involved in his academic 

career. In addition to his teaching responsibilities, he 
is fascinated about the future of dental medicine and 
focuses his efforts on integrating healthcare innovation 
into dental education. 

Along with his mentor Dr. William Giannobile, dean at 
the Harvard School of Dental Medicine (HSDM) and 
1998 AAP Foundation Tarrson Fellow, Dr. Wu serves as 
Faculty Advisor to the Harvard Dental Innovation Society 
(HDIS). This group seeks to expand dentistry’s clinical 
and technological innovation and integrate it into dental 
education and clinical practice. The multi-dimensional 
program includes seminars on cutting-edge science and 
technology, fireside chats with successful innovators 
and entrepreneurs in dentistry, and keynote lectures with 
leaders in the field. 

That future-focused agenda is reflected in Dr. Wu’s 
research activities. He is currently developing a variety 
of cell-instructive biomaterials for craniofacial tissue 
engineering and drug delivery, and complex 3D in vitro 
systems for predictive screening of therapeutics. He 
also works towards bridging the gap from discovery to 
patient care through preclinical studies and translational 
research. In collaboration with the Cornell School of 
Biomedical Engineering, he is studying a novel single-
cell spatial sequencing technology for mapping the oral 
microbiome for periodontal and peri-implant diseases. 
A paper he co-authored on this topic was recently 
published in the prestigious journal Nature Microbiology.

“I see an intersection between clinical periodontology, 
biomedical engineering, and healthcare innovation, 
paving the way for our specialty to lead the dental 

profession,” says Dr. Wu. “With the emergence of artificial 
intelligence, multi-omics, and computational biology, 
periodontology is in a unique position. We have the 
advantage of understanding disease at a level that was 
previously unattainable and can develop customized 
treatment for patients.” 

Dr. Wu’s work has already begun to translate into 
practical applications. He is involved in developing 
a medical bioadhesive that adheres to wet, moving 
surfaces; seals wounds; and delivers drugs. This 
innovation, which has the potential to revolutionize 
treatments in oral surgery and dentistry, was recognized 
at the 2022 Harvard President’s Innovation Challenge and 
won the Healthcare and Life Sciences Grand Prize.

“The Cohen Award is a huge honor,” says Dr. Wu. “As I 
was preparing my application, I consulted with Dr. Paul 
Levi. He told me stories about Dr. Cohen’s character 
and philosophy. Those anecdotes inspired me to keep 
moving the specialty forward. I hope to be instrumental 
in fostering collaborations between perio and medicine, 
biomedical engineering, and computational biology 
that will make periodontology an integral part of the 
healthcare ecosystem.”

“I’m grateful to mentors who inspired me to pursue this 
career as well as to the Foundation donors who are 
supporting me early in my development. It’s not the 
size of the donation that matters. Promoting the spirit 
of giving back is what’s important. I like to reference 
a book called Atomic Habits. The premise is that even 
the slightest change can lead to a cascade of impact. 
Imagine a world where every member of the AAP 
contributes $5, $10, or $100 per year. That generosity 
creates the synergy that makes our specialty a leader in 
pioneering innovation.”

“I feel grateful. There are so many deserving candidates. 
Being a recipient comes with a responsibility. In 20 years 
when I look back, I want to know that I’ve contributed 
enough to the field. I will always be involved in the AAP 
and AAPF, and I’m committed to being a life-long donor.”

D

The Dr. D. Walter 
Cohen Teaching 

Award is sponsored  
in part by  

Carestream  
Dental.
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ADEA/AAL Institute  

for Teaching and  
Learning in the  

Health Professions

Luciano  
Andrada

“�When we choose to go into 
academia, we don’t start with 
any training in education. 
This type of support and 
networking is so important.”

he American Dental Education Association (ADEA) 
and the Academy for Advancing Leadership (AAL) 

collaborate on the Institute for Teaching and Learning 
(ITL) in the Health Professions (ADEA/AAL ITL) each 
year. The ADEA/AAL ITL provides six days of intensive 
onsite learning, discussions, and networking with faculty 
from the United States, Canada, and abroad. Created for 
early- and mid-career faculty and private practice dentists 
interested in a new academic career, participants receive 
hands-on experience with key instructional tasks such 
as evaluating student competence, presenting lectures, 
planning courses, constructing tests, working with 
challenging students, and providing feedback. 

In 2023, the AAP Foundation provided 4 fellowships  
to this program to the following periodontists: 

• �Luciano Andrada, DDS, MMSc 
Virginia Commonwealth University

• �Martinna Bertolini, DDS, MS, PhD 
University of Pittsburgh

• �Lan-Lin Chiou, DDS, MSD 
University of Connecticut

• �Vinayak M. Joshi, MS, PhD 
Louisiana State University

When asked about his experience, Dr. Luciano Andrada 
says, “The ADEA ITL program was a great opportunity to 
discover how we can improve and learn as educators. 
It taught us how to improve almost every aspect of 
teaching and learning, including how to make lectures 
more interesting to the new generation. When we choose 
to go into academia, we don’t start with any training  
in education. This type of support and networking is  
so important.”

T
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he Charles W. Finley Visiting Scholar Education  
Grant was established to honor the memory of  

Dr. Charles W. Finley and all the great periodontal leaders 
of the past, present, and future. Grants of $2,000 are 
awarded to accredited U.S. periodontal programs to 
offset honoraria, travel, promotion, and seminars by 
speakers in periodontology. The grants must be matched 
by funds from each department or institution. Though the 
speakers spend much of their time with the periodontics 
department students and faculty, the grant requires that 
the speaker present a formal program to the entire dental 
school on a subject of interest. 

In 2023, Charles W. Finley Visiting Scholar Education 
Grants were awarded to:
Rutgers University
University of Alabama at Birmingham
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, San Francisco
University of Michigan
University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston
University of Washington

The University of Washington School of Dentistry in 
Seattle, WA, hosted Dr. Diego Velasquez, who generously 
shared his profound expertise in microsurgical 
techniques and interdisciplinary therapy with dental 
students, residents, and faculty, including those in 
periodontics, prosthodontics, and general practice 
residency. Dr. Velasquez delivered a series of exceptional 
lectures, providing valuable insights into the application 
of microsurgical methods for periodontal regeneration, 
resective therapy, and soft tissue augmentation. 

Dr. Yung-Ting (Lizzy) Hsu, Clinical Assistant Professor, 
Periodontics, at the University of Washington says, “We 
extend our heartfelt gratitude to the AAP Foundation for 
their generous support, which enabled us to host such a 
distinguished speaker. The opportunity for our students 
and residents to engage with Dr. Velasquez in person was 
both beneficial and deeply appreciated.”

The University of California, Los Angeles, also hosted 
Dr. Velasquez for their Finley presentation. Dr. Beatriz 
Bezerra, Associate Clinical Professor and Director of 
the Predoctoral Program in the Section of Periodontics 
at UCLA, says, “The Finley award was instrumental 
in helping us organize this event lead by Dr. Diego 
Velasquez. His passion for periodontal microsurgery is 
infectious and our residents enjoyed learning from him. 
This was a great first step to introduce microsurgical 
techniques in our program and we hope to build upon 
this momentum.” First year resident, Dr. Damian Sirous, 
adds, “Dr. Velasquez’s workshop was one of the best and 
most productive workshops I have ever attended. He 
had a unique, step-by-step method to teach us how to 
use the microscope, which was thoughtfully designed. 
Additionally, he individually helped us find our way to 
work with the microscope and walked us through the 
practices, which were very helpful and effective.”

The University of Alabama at Birmingham utilized their 
Finley award to host Dr. Marcelo Araujo, Dean of the 
State University of New York at Buffalo, who spoke with 
residents and the UAB School Of Dentistry community in 
two lectures about “How Science is Shaping the Future 
of Dentistry and Healthcare Policy.” Dr. Mia Geisinger, 
Chair of the periodontology program at UAB says, “We 
appreciate the support of the AAPF who made it possible 
for our UAB Perio and SOD community to learn with 
and from Dr. Araujo’s vast experience as a champion 
for evidence-based dentistry and periodontal science in 
industry, organized dentistry, and academia.”

T

 
The Charles W. Finley  

Visiting Scholar  
Education Grant

University of 
Washington

University of 
Alabama at 
Birmingham

Dr. Velasquez 
at UCLA

“�Dr. Velasquez’s 
workshop was 
one of the 
best and most 
productive 
workshops 
I have ever 
attended.”

The AAP  
Foundation is grateful 

to GluStitch, Inc.  
for their sponsorship 

of one Finley  
Award.
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 “�Getting this 
award made 
a significant 
contribution to 
my professional 
growth. It is 
a catalyst for 
bigger initiatives 
that go beyond 
me. It promotes 
goodwill for 
periodontology.”

 
Dr. Mark K. 

Setter Leadership in 
Periodontology and Dental 

Implantology Award

Kathleen Chloe M. Mascardo,  
DMD, DMD, MMSc
Harvard University
Private Practice,  

Boston, MA

r. Kathleen Mascardo is an impressive multitasker. 
Before she moved to the United States, she opened 

a restaurant in her home country, the Philippines, while 
simultaneously learning and practicing all facets of 
dentistry, with support from her parents, who are dentists 
as well. Like many other casualties of the pandemic, the 
business closed in 2021, but by then she had committed 
to settle in the United States. She finished dental school 
for the second time at the University of Pennsylvania and 
then pursued specialty studies in periodontology at the 
Harvard School of Dental Medicine. 

Dr. Mascardo loves her new specialty. She enjoys 
everything from performing complex surgeries to simply 
talking with patients. “I’m especially happy when I’m able 
to maintain the patients’ teeth and watch their hygiene 
improve,” she says. “Their motivation changes and they 
become excited to move forward with treatment.” 

“Periodontology is the foundation for everything we do in 
dentistry. Without good periodontal health, nothing else 
will work. I want to treat patients comprehensively as 
a whole person – treating them proactively rather than 
reactively. My father, who has been doing oral surgery 
ever since I can remember, is my inspiration for pursuing 
periodontology. He taught me everything I know about 
surgery, and gave me a good foundation which helped me 
to excel in my chosen specialty.”

Following her graduation from Harvard, Dr. Mascardo 
joined several multispecialty offices, and was recruited 
to be the first associate under Leading Edge Periodontics 
and Dental Implants. Her practice is also the first 
periodontology office under the bigger specialist-led 
dental group, Leading Edge Specialized Dentistry, based 
out of New York. 

Eventually, Dr. Mascardo would like to be a partner, own 
a practice, and teach part-time. “My mentors inspired me 
to consider academia,” she explains. “They contributed 
so much to my learning, and I would like to return that 
generosity. But I love clinical practice too much to teach 
full-time, so I am grateful for those that can. Life is all 
about balance.” 

As a multitasker, Dr. Mascardo still has her hand in a 
variety of activities. “I’m currently involved in a Spear 
study club with my senior periodontist mentor and our 
referring doctors,” she says. “This collaboration will  
make it easier to plan and execute treatment for our 
mutual patients with the focus being on achieving 
periodontal health and stability in conjunction with the 
restorative process.”

“I would like to thank the AAP Foundation,” Dr. Mascardo 
says. “Getting this award made a significant contribution 
to my professional growth. It is a catalyst for bigger 
initiatives that go beyond me. It promotes goodwill  
for periodontology.” 

“I gave a lecture in the Philippines that was about 
periodontology, the AAP, and the AAPF. My talk 
encouraged the dental students and general dentists 
who attended to learn more about the specialty and 
pursue avenues to further develop and improve their 
periodontology curriculum. I am personally motivated to 
hold myself to the highest standard and inspire others in 
promoting periodontology to continue Dr. Setter’s legacy.”

Philanthropy and community service are a big part of 
Dr. Mascardo’s life. She is a long-time supporter of a 
school for the blind in the Philippines and has been 
spearheading fundraising efforts for other charities in her 
home country. In the United States, she has participated 
in dental outreach events in her local community and 
is an avid donor to a large charity group (Compassion 
International) that aids in assisting impoverished children 
with their medical and dental needs. 

Regarding her commitment to the specialty, she says, 
“When you benefit from an organization, you must give 
back as well. It needs to be a cycle. If you’re part of  
the perio community, you need to return the value  
you received.”

D
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“�This recognition inspires me to 
continue growing as a person and as a 
professional. Being a Kramer recipient 
motivates me to pursue my dreams and 
aspirations and advance my career.”

 

Dr. and Mrs.  
Gerald M. Kramer  

Scholar Award  
for Excellence 

Julia Lacy, MS, DMD
Private Practice
Charleston, SC

  

he Kramer Award is a huge honor,” says Dr. Julia Lacy. 
“Dr. Kramer did remarkable things for the specialty. It’s 

a privilege to be identified as someone who could follow 
in his footsteps. This recognition inspires me to continue 
growing as a person and as a professional. Being a 
Kramer recipient motivates me to pursue my dreams and 
aspirations and advance my career. I’d like to give back to 
new periodontists and the specialty the way that he did.”

“I’ve loved teaching since I was in dental school,” she 
explains. “Someday I hope to be in an academic 
environment at least part-time. Recently, I began a new 
position as a specialist in a general dentist’s practice. 
There are several offices and I’ll be moving from one 
location to another. I’m excited to help create periodontal 
treatment options for patients in this group.”

“One advantage of my new position is the opportunity to 
teach hygienists more about periodontology and support 
their growth and development in their area of expertise,” 
she continues. “I hope to start an AAP Hygiene Study 
Club and get it up and running in the fall.”

“It’s gratifying to help hygienists gain a better 
understanding of when to refer and advance their 
knowledge to improve patient care. When hygienists 
aren’t exposed to periodontists, it’s harder for them to 
recognize recession and other more complex conditions.”

Dr. Lacy has another important new role. On April 26, 
2024, she gave birth to baby girl Wyatt. “My parents 
are excited for us to have a family,” she notes. “It’s 
encouraging to see that women can enjoy a great career 
and also be wonderful mothers. I’m lucky to represent 
that goal and to demonstrate to my daughter, and other 
young women, that they can have a full family life and a 
productive profession. Being a periodontist gives you the 
flexibility to do both. Perio is a family-friendly profession.”

“The Foundation is a huge blessing,” Dr. Lacy observes. 
“This award jump-started my career. The financial 
assistance helped me make it through school. Then, in 
my first year after graduation, I was able to purchase the 
instruments I needed to be successful. It’s an incredible 
service and benefit to launch new periodontists on a 
positive path.”

T
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 Meet the AAPF 
2023 award  

recipients whose 
research will  
inspire the  

treatment of  
tomorrow.

Research
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“�Donors have an opportunity to change the 
future of perio by supporting emerging leaders 
and practitioners of this profession. Those 
endorsements will ensure that the specialty’s 
academic and scientific initiatives remain vital 
in the coming years.”

 
The Patty  

and Paul Levi  
Research Award

Kayla Lieuw, BA
Dental Student

University of California, 
San Francisco

t was such an honor to receive the Levi Award before I 
 even started residency,” says Ms. Kayla Lieuw. “I’m 

finishing my fourth year of dental school. This is the 
first academic recognition I have received, and it was an 
amazing experience.” 

“I was able to attend the AAP Annual Meeting with 
everyone from UCSF, including some of my mentors. 
Celebrating with the colleagues who have supported me 
was especially meaningful.”

“The project I submitted for the Levi Award was a 
systematic review and meta-analysis of dental implant 
failure as it relates to antidepressant use,” Ms. Lieuw 
explains. “I collaborated with a UCSF perio resident and 
a UCSF perio faculty member. Our study was published in 
the Journal of Oral and Maxillofacial Implants.”

With her other projects coming to a close, Ms. Lieuw 
is looking forward to starting her master’s thesis on 
factors related to peri-implantitis. She will begin a perio 
residency on July 1 at UCSF. 

“Perio combines many of the things I enjoy most in 
dentistry,” says Ms. Lieuw. “I love that it is a hands-on  
specialty that includes a variety of surgical and nonsurgical 
procedures. And I enjoy the interdisciplinary approach 
and interacting with colleagues to treatment plan.”

“The mentorship opportunities are another significant 
reason I am pursuing perio,” says Ms. Lieuw. “I felt very  
welcome at UCSF. The faculty and residents are 
motivating. I can tell they’re dedicated to teaching.  
I’m also impressed with the evidence-based approach  
to cases.” 

“Currently, I’m involved in a fellowship at UCSF for 
students interested in academia. I’m excited to begin my 
residency. UCSF gives us plenty of opportunities to teach 
predoc students, and that’s a good starting point for a 
potential academic career.” 

“It’s great that the Levi Award chooses to support 
predoctoral students. The other awards are designated 
for residents and faculty. Donors have an opportunity 
to change the future of perio by supporting emerging 
leaders and practitioners of this profession. Those 
endorsements will ensure that the specialty’s academic 
and scientific initiatives remain vital in the coming years.” 

“I
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Tun-Jan Wang, DDS  
Instructor

Department of Periodontics 
University of Pennsylvania  

School of Dental  
Medicine

 

“�This recognition 
validates our 
commitment to 
interdisciplinary 
collaboration  
in dental 
research and 
patient care.”

Chenshuang Li,  
DDS, DMD, PhD  

Assistant Professor  
Co-Clinical Director

Department of Orthodontics
University of Pennsylvania  

School of Dental  
Medicine 

Dr. Colin Richman and Family 
Perio-Ortho Interface Award

e deeply appreciate this generous support,” says  
Dr. Chenshuang Li. “It means the relationship 

between periodontology and orthodontics is important. 
This connection has been overlooked for the past 20 to 
30 years. At the University of Pennsylvania, we have a 
perio-ortho combined postgraduate training program.” 

“The award made it possible to gather the preliminary 
data necessary to move a larger clinical trial forward. 
It’s also enhanced our career development, allowing us 
to attend conferences, learn from each other, and better 
understand both specialties and how they intersect.” 

“Receiving the Dr. Colin Richman and Family Perio-Ortho 
Interface Award is a tremendous honor,” says Dr. Tun-Jan 
Wang. “This recognition validates our commitment to 
interdisciplinary collaboration in dental research and 
patient care.”

Drs. Wang and Li’s project explores the perio-ortho 
interaction for patients who have a high risk of periodontal 
recession during orthodontic treatment. They evaluated 
three different grafting protocols to identify the best 
option for patients. 

“Recognition from Dr. Richman and the AAPF is 
so significant,” says Dr. Li. “We can’t achieve ideal 
orthodontic treatment without knowing the biological 
boundary from the perspective of periodontology.”

“The financial support enables us to gather crucial 
preliminary data for larger clinical trials and attend 
international and domestic conferences, which are 
essential for our professional growth,” adds Dr. Wang.

In addition to the Richman study, Dr. Li is working on 
3D imaging to evaluate orthodontic treatment effects, 
basic translational research, and projects involving 
patients with craniofacial syndromes. She hopes to find 
a novel treatment strategy for patients with neural and 
craniofacial skeletal deformations. 

Dr. Wang is researching material selection for alveolar 
ridge preservation and comparing different membranes. 
He is also the course director for predoc students and 
teaches in the pre- and postdoctoral clinics. 

The feedback the two specialists receive from students 
enriches both their professional lives. “Whenever I 
receive a thank you card, I feel so rewarded,” says Dr. Li. 
“I want to pass the passion my mentors instilled in me on 
to others. When I have a student who is interested in an 
academic career, it’s very gratifying.”

“When we receive support for these studies, it is an 
endorsement for future funding. The Foundation helps 
us learn and that benefits the academic environment 
because we continue to use that knowledge in the clinic 
and the classroom.” 

“This award enhances our teaching and allows us to 
provide a richer learning experience for our students,” 
says Dr. Wang. “It not only advances our research, but 
also enriches the entire academic environment, benefiting 
both our students and the broader dental community.”

“W
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Sahar Dowlatshahi,  
DDS, MMSc  

Assistant Professor
University of Texas  

at Houston
 

“�When we receive support for these studies, 
it is an endorsement for future funding. The 
Foundation helps us learn and that benefits 
the academic environment because we 
continue to use that knowledge in the clinic 
and the classroom.”

came to the United States from Iran when I was 18,” 
Dr. Sahar Dowlatshahi recalls. “I arrived alone with six 

suitcases (mostly shoes) and I haven’t been back.”

“The adjustment was difficult,” she continues. “I attended 
the University of Missouri at Columbia. It’s a small 
college town with few Iranian residents. I didn’t have a 
support group to help me understand the culture. That 
barrier made it difficult to interact with other students. I 
knew I had adapted when, after two years, I could laugh 
at a comedy because I finally understood the references.”

Dr. Dowlatshahi found a home and a family at the 
University of Texas Houston. “I never imagined that I 
would end up in academia,” she says. “When I was a 
resident, I couldn’t wait to get out into private practice. By 
a turn of fate, I ended up becoming a faculty member, and 
it’s been the best experience of my life.”

“I’ve met so many wonderful people,” she explains. “And I 
enjoy a blend of clinical practice, teaching, and research. 
We call it teaching, but I learn so much from my students. 
Private practice can be isolating. Here I’m surrounded by 
my UT family. From the chair to my colleagues and all the 
residents, I have a huge support system. They encourage 
me to keep growing and improving. I was nervous about 
moving from Boston and private practice, but I love it 
here. When you have a network of colleagues, everything 
falls into place.”

“I am just getting my footing in academia,” she says. 
“The Richman Award presented an amazing opportunity 
to establish my niche. It opened a dialog with the ortho 
department for my residents and working with my ortho 
colleagues was important in my own learning. Sometimes 
the specialties in dentistry speak different languages. 
I’m learning more about malocclusion and orthodontic 
movement. I hope to continue sharing what I discover 
with the residents.”

“We are working on a human study project and a meta-
analysis on different techniques of surgically facilitated 
orthodontic therapy (SFOT),” she explains. “There isn’t a 
gold standard on the material to be used for SFOT. We 
don’t know if some bone grafting materials will be more 
effective than others or whether biotype modification will 
be more stable than another technique. It’s a wonderful 
opportunity for the two specialties to come together. My 
residents are collaborating with their ortho colleagues 
more frequently. It has opened so many doors for  
both groups.”

Dr. Dowlatshahi wants to expand the study’s sample 
size, look at distinct aspects of SFOT, and explore other 
strategies for how various departments in dentistry can 
partner and provide a more comprehensive treatment 
plan for patients.

“The Foundation stimulates these collaborative 
opportunities,” Dr. Dowlatshahi observes. “Practitioners 
can develop a better understanding of the knowledge 
they can share. When donors contribute, they aren’t just 
providing an award to one person, they are having an 
impact on a much larger group and expanding the entire 
dental field.”

“I
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“�The Schoor Award not only 
recognizes the effort of 
conducting research, but 
motivates me to continue to 
perform research, learn, and 
advance the field.”

 
The AAP Foundation 

Schoor Research Award

Julia Lacy, MS, DMD
Private Practice

Charleston,  
South Carolina

he American Academy of Periodontology 
Foundation supports resident research in the 

field of periodontology through the Robert S. Schoor 
Research Award Program, a $2,000 annual award for 
resident-written manuscript. A wide range of research 
subjects that are significant to the clinical practice of 
periodontology are supported. The program is named 
in memory of Robert S. Schoor, DDS, a champion of 
periodontal education and students.

“Receiving the Schoor Award is a huge honor! As 
periodontists, we spend a lot of time enrolling patients, 
collecting data, and executing research projects to 
advance the field and it is a great honor to be recognized 
for that hard work. The Schoor Award not only recognizes 
the effort of conducting research, but motivates me to 
continue to perform research, learn, and advance the field.”

T
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Corporate Partners

# �Academies, Boards, 
Clubs, Foundations, 
and Societies

* �Members of the 
Visionary Society

Cumulative Giving of $5,000 and more
Through December 31, 2023

Platinum Donors 
$500,000+
American Academy of  
Periodontology #

Colgate-Palmolive and its 
subsidiary Colgate Oral  
Pharmaceuticals

Crest Oral-B P&G  
Professional Oral Health

Tarrson Dental Research  
Foundation #

Colin S. Richman, DMD

Linda and the late E. Bud 
Tarrson *

Zimmer Biomet

Gold Donors 
$100,000-$499,999
BioHorizons

Carestream Dental

DENTSPLY Implants

Patty and Paul Levi *

Drs. Jose R. Mellado and  
Ania Cabrerizo

Nobel Biocare

Yoshihiro Ono, DDS

OraPharma, Inc.

Osteohealth

Joan Otomo-Corgel and  
Rich Corgel *

Pfizer Consumer Healthcare  
Information (Johnson &  
Johnson Healthcare Products)

Philips Oral Healthcare, Inc.

Quintessence Publishing  
Company, Inc.

Dr. & Mrs. Chris Richardson

Jo M. Rummelhart, DDS *

Susan Setter

Straumann USA, LLC

SUNSTAR

Mr. Ronald Tarrson, MBA

Unilever-Chesebrough Ponds

Silver Donors 
$50,000-$99,000
Don and Jessie Adams

Khalid A. Al-Hezaimi, DDS

BIORA, Inc.

Dr. Jack Caton and Mrs. 
Harriet Caton *

Dr. Steven R. Daniel

Dr. Bryan Frantz and  
Dr. Linda Frantz *

Dr. Joanne Gaydos-Daniel

Dr. John and Deborah Kwan

Dr. and Mrs. Michael K. 
McGuire*

Midwest Society of  
Periodontology #

Neoss Inc.

Myron and Marcy Nevins

Northeastern Society of  
Periodontists #

OMNI Preventive Care, A 3M 
ESPE Company

Paragon Implant Company

Dr. Kristi M. Soileau

Treloar and Heisel

W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc

Cobalt Donors 
$25,000-$49,999
Wayne Aldredge

Pat and Kay Allen

Erwin and Carol Barrington

Jerry and Jane Bowers

Dr. Don and Maureen Clem

Dentium USA

Larry Farrell, MBA

Lawrence A. Friedman, DDS

Galderma Laboratories, L.P.

Joseph E. Gian-Grasso, DMD

Mitchel S. Godat, DDS, MS

Dr. John R. and  
Linda S. Herrin *

Hu-Friedy Manufacturing 
Company, Inc.

Vincent J. Iacono, DMD

Interleukin Genetics

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Jaffin

Richard T. Kao, DDS, PhD *

Barry Kayne, DDS

John and Shae Kobs

Alan M. Levine, DDS

Robert A. Levine, DDS

Lifecore Biomedical

Pamela and Michael McClain

Brian and Carla Mealey

Stephen Meraw, DDS

Nancy L. Newhouse, DDS, MS

Pacific Dental Services, Inc

Kent and Phoebe Palcanis

Steven, Susan, and Hillary 
Reitan

Jay R. Salzman, DDS *

Southern Anesthesia & 
Surgical

Cheryl Lynn Townsend, DDS, 
MSD, MBA

WaterPik, Inc.

David H. Yu, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. S. Jerome Zackin*

Copper Donors 
$10,000-$24,999
A. Titan Instruments, Inc.

Academy of Academic  
Leadership #

ACE Surgical Supply Company

ADA Foundation #

Aegis Publications LLC

Leroy B. and Caroline B. Alford

Dorothy Anasinski, DDS

Harua Matsukawa AP Study 
Club of Japan #

Emilio I. Arguello, MSc,DMD

Robert F. Baima, DDS

Bashar Bakdash, DDS

William T. Baldock, DDS, MS

Major General (Dr.) Sharon R. 
Bannister 

Stephen L. Bass, DDS, MS

Jay R. Beagle, DDS

Sara A. Bender, DDS *

Monish Bhola and  
Shilpa Kolhatkar *

Dr. and Mrs. Timothy M. 
Blieden
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Dr. Michael R. Breault

Kenneth W. and Mary Kay 
Bueltmann

Allan H. Charles, DDS

Eros S. Chaves, DMD

Gail and Susan Childers *

Charles M. Cobb, DDS

Dr. Gregg Codelli

Walter E. Colon II, DMD, MS

H. Dalton Conner, DDS, MS

Gregory J. Conte, DMD

Stephen A. Cook, DDS, MSD

John E. and Suzanne Crosland

Drs. Susan Leoni-Cutler and 
Richard Cutler

Alice DeForest

DENTSPLY Tulsa Dental  
Specialties

Henry and Joan Diversi

Gordon and Susan Douglass

Jerry Drury, DDS, MS

John P. Ducar, DDS

Benjamin T. Duval, DDS *

Edward P. Allen Center for  
Advanced Dental Education #

Harley A. and Martha Ellinger

Exactech, Inc.

Mehrdad Favagehi, DDS

Steven J. Feldman, DDS

Frank Feuille V, DDS

Jeffrey Ganeles, DMD

Drs. Mia Geisinger and  
Gregory Umphrey *

Geistlich Pharma North  
America Inc

Georgia Society of  
Periodontists #

William and Angela Giannobile

Block Drug Corporation,  
division of GlaxoSmithKline

GluStitch, Inc

Stephen F. Goodman, DDS

Gary and Helene Greenstein

Terrence J. Griffin, DMD

Kevin Guze, DMD

Everett B. Hancock, DDS

Stephen K. Harrel, DDS

John Eric Herrington, DMD

Terence S. Jackson, DMD, MA

James E. Jacobs, DMD

Vanchit and Sharmila John *

Georgia K. Johnson, DDS, MS

David L. Jolkovsky, DMD

Gary K. Kanemura, DDS

Ann M. Kania, DDS

Susan Karabin, DDS

J. Daulton Keith Jr., DDS

Thomas J. Kepic, DDS, MSD

Ken and Bonnie Kornman

Ms. Leslie Kramer

Dr. Samuel Lynch and Dr. 
Leslie Wisner-Lynch

Drs. Edward and  
Karen Marcus

Angelo Mariotti, DDS, PhD

Lisa B. Masters, DDS and 
Brad Woods, DDS

Charles McBrayer, DDS

Drs. Michael J. McDevitt and 
Martha Anne McDevitt

Benita Atiyeh Miller, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. P.D. Miller *

Michael P. Mills, DMD

John D. Moriarty, DDS, MS, PA

Mary E. Neill, DDS

Rodrigo Neiva, DDS, MS

Dr. Marc and Stacey Nevins

Hank Nichols

Richard A. Nichols Jr., DMD

Patrick V. Nicosia, DDS, MS

Franklin D. Niver, DMD

David A. Noble, DDS

North Carolina Society of  
Periodontists #

Bryan S. Pearson, DDS, MS

Pennsylvania Association of 
Periodontists #

Perico, P. C

Gregory E. Phillips, DDS

Michael A. Pikos, DDS

Flavia Q. Pirih, DDS, PhD

Alan and Anne Polson

F. Neal Pylant Jr., DMD

Pamela S. Ray, DDS

Garry A. Rayant, DDS

Gary M. Reiser, DDS

John C. Remien, DDS

Paul A. Ricchetti, DDS, M.Sc.D

Louis Rose, DDS, MD and 
Claire Rose

Edwin S. and Joyce Rosenberg

Alan L. Rosenfeld, DDS

Dr. Dominique Rousson

Louis F. Rubino Jr., DMD

Salvin Dental Specialties, Inc.

Dr. Robert Schallhorn

E. Todd Scheyer, DDS, MS *

Edward H. Segal, DDS

Cary A. Shapoff, DDS

Thomas M. Smith, DDS

Mark B. Snyder, DMD

Martha Somerman, DDS

William P. Sorensen, DDS, MS

John and Margaret Sottosanti

South Carolina Society of  
Periodontists #

Southern Academy of  
Periodontology #

Southwest Society of  
Periodontists #

Jason G. Souyias, DDS

Jason C. Stoner, DDS

Drs. Ronald and Janet 
Stukalin

Michael R. Sudzina

Edward and Beth Sugarman *

Dennis P. Tarnow, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffery Thomas

Leonard and Mary Jane 
Tibbetts

Jenine and Greg Toback

Tom’s of Maine, Inc.

William R. Trahan, DMD

Diego Velasquez, DDS

Versah, LLC

Mario A. Vilardi, DMD

Robert A. Vitas,  
PhD, CAE, CFRE

James and Racquel Vlassis

Barry D. Wagenberg, DMD

J. Michael Weber, DMD, MSD

Michael Whang, DDS, DR

James G. Wilson, DMD

James G. Woodyard, DMD, MS

Peter A. Wright DDS

Richard H. Yamada, DDS

Bronze Donors 
$5,000-$9,999
Michael Abufaris, DDS

Dr. Billy Akin

Andrew L. Allen, DMD

Alpine Pharmaceuticals

Darron R. Alvord, DMD

Ana J. Amaya, DDS

American Board of  
Periodontology # 

Luciano C. Andrada, DDS

Michael Arzouman, DDS

George Athansios

Augusta University Dental  
College of Georgia #

Gustavo Avila-Ortiz,  
DDS, MS, PhD

Leslie G. Batnick, DDS

William Becker, DDS

Kenneth Bell

Steven and Kathleen Berglund

Nabil F. Bissada, DDS

Patricia L. Blanton, DDS

Neil M. Blumenthal, DDS

Drs. Jason A. Boch and  
Cara L. Donley

Fred J. Bonacci, DMD

William K. Brayer, DMD

Byron A. Brill, DDS

Cherie A. Brown, DDS

Richard D. Browning DDS, MS

B. Charles Bruce, DDS

California Society of  
Periodontists #

Paulo M. Camargo, DDS

Matthew Cantner, DMD

Dr. Nick and Theodora 
Caplanis

Lillian C. Carpio,  
DDS, MS, PhD

Fermin A. Carranza, DDS
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Corporate Partners

# �Academies, Boards, 
Clubs, Foundations, 
and Societies

* �Members of the 
Visionary Society

Edmund A. Cassella, DMD

Robert B. Churney, DMD

D. Ryan Clagett, DMD

Dr. and Mrs. Gilbert F. Coats

Scott Cohen, DMD, MSD

Mack Elbert Coker, DDS

Columbine Periodontal  
Study Group #

Thomas A. Copulos, DDS

Tricia Ruth Crosby, DDS, MS

Sallie Cuff

David E. Deas, DMD, MS

David K. Dennison, DDS

Dentsply

Harold A. Doerr, DDS

Dominik B. Dubravec,  
DDS, MMSc

Michael S. Dwyer,  
BA, DDS, MS

Robert M. Eber, DDS, MS

Donald G. Echols, DDS

Kathleen M. Eisin, DDS

L. David Engel, DDS

Harold H. Fagan, DDS

Maxine A. Feinberg, DDS

Dr. Charles B. Felts

Gregg Filippelli, DDS

Florida Association of  
Periodontists #

Gary M. Foshay, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence S. 
Frankel

Robert L. Franklin Jr, DMD

Harvey Freed, DDS

Arnold and Linda Freedman

Stuart J. Froum, DDS

Stephen E. Fucini, DMD

Geistlich Pharma AG

Dr. and Mrs. Miltiades Geivelis

Ana Becil Giglio, DDS

Sanford A. Glazer, DDS

David A. Goldberg, DMD

Franklin L. Gordon, Jr.,  
DDS, MS, MS

Jonathan Gordon, DDS

David S. Gottlieb, DMD

Marvin and Elaine Gottlieb

Elizabeth Grys, DDS

Michael B. Hagearty, DDS

Kent M. Hamilton

Brien V. Harvey, DDS

Rick H. Heard III, DDS, MS

Dr. and Mrs. James W.  
Holland, Jr.

Thomas F. Holmes, DDS

Dr. Giles B. Horrocks

Sack Igarashi, DDS, BSC

Iowa Society of  
Periodontology #

J. Kevin Irons, DMD

William C. James, DDS

Jim Janakievski, DDS, MSD

Behdad Javdan, DDS

James C. Jeffries, DDS, MS

Deborah K. Johnson, DDS

Marshall V. Johnson, DDS

Otis Johnson

Stephen S. Kallaos, DDS

Fred B. Kastenbaum, DMD

Dr. Patrick Keeley

Barry Kennedy, DDS

J. Edward Kennedy, DMD

David M. Kim, DDS

Michael G. Kirsch, DDS

Norman Knight

Ken and Sandy Krebs

Wayne Kye, DDS, MS

Colette Landry, DMD

Burton Langer, DMD

Dr. Greg and Susan Langston

Connie Lee, DDS, MS

Victor T. Lee, DDS

Neal Lemmerman, DMD, MS

Barry P. Levin, DMD

Nolen L. Levine, DDS

Zhao Lin, BDS, MMSc,  
MS, PhD

Luis A. Litonjua DMD, MS

Frederick B. Lopp, DDS, MS

Eduardo R. Lorenzana, DDS

Louisiana Society of  
Periodontists #

Sam and Tess Low

Dr. Mark C. Lucas

D. Brock Lynn, DDS

Anne W. Magner, DDS

Richard F. Marinello, DDS

Sam S. Markzar, DDS

Clay and Pat Maupin

Russell A. McCallion, DDS

Thomas K. McCawley, DDS

Thomas E. McNeely, DDS

John David Meister, DMD, MS

Sharon and Jack Mellor

Robert and Barbara Merin

Patricia A. Miguez, DDS, MS

Lawrence S. Miller, DMD, PC

Drs. Jim and Ginny Minutello

Stacy L. Moffenbier, DDS

Ralph Gilbert Montoya,  
DDS, MS

Jeannie H. Moran, DMD

Drs. Kevin G. Murphy and Lynn 
M. Zheutlin

J. D. Murray, DDS

Richard Nagy

Lloyd P. Nattkemper, DDS

New Jersey Society of  
Periodontists #

Michael G. Newman, DDS

Kirk W. Noraian, DDS

Howard B. O’Koon

Osteogenics Biomedical

Benjamin T. Overstreet, DDS

Gregory E. Oxford,  
DDS, MS, PhD

Fotinos Panagakos, DMD

Thomas P. Partridge, DDS

Daniel Perkins

Pikos Institute

David N. Plessett, DDS

Ralph P. Pollack, DMD

Robert P. Pulliam, DMD

Charles E. Rader, DDS

Scott A. Reef, DDS

Willie J. Rhinehart

Paul R. Rhodes, DDS, MSD

Heather K. Ridgway, DDS, MS

Frank A. Roberts, DDS

Peter and Tish Robinson

Paul and Michele Romano

Jeffrey A. Rossmann,  
DDS, MS *

John Russo, DDS

Mark I. Ryder, DMD

Roy A. Shellow, DDS

Donald B. Sherman, DDS

Daniel E. Shin, DDS, MSD

Marc and Karen Shlossman

Brian D. Shuman, DMD

Scott I. Silverstein, DDS, MS

Kevin M. Sims, DMD, MS

Thomas N. Sims, DDS

Karl A. Smith, DDS, MS

Sowingo

Paul E. Speert, DDS

James D. Spivey, DDS

Charles and Margit Squire

Marc D. Stein, DDS

Raymond J. Steiner, DDS

Gershon A. Stern, DDS

Marvin Stutman, DDS

Gerald S. Summerhays, DDS

C. Thaddeus Szymanowski, 
DDS

Jonathan C. Szymanowski, 
DMD, MMSc

Richard G. Tami, DDS

James H. Tanner, DDS, MS

Ronny and Marie Taschner

Emil W. Tetzner, DMD

The Avenues Company

Ioanna Tsolaki, DMD, MS

Ryan B. Turner, DDS, MS

Martin Urban, DDS

Drs. John Vargo and Dianna 
Lenick

Peter and Judi Wasserman

Paul R. Weeks Sr, DMD

Thomas G. Wilson, DDS

Ping Seung Alice Wu, DDS

Nelson T. Yen, DDS

W. Lee Young, DMD

Mark and Deborah Zablotsky

Karl Zeren, DDS
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AAP Foundation 2023 Donors
The AAP Foundation is grateful to those who made annual contributions of any amount.  
The more people who participate in the Foundation’s work through an annual contribution,  
the better equipped the Foundation is to support the specialty for future generations.

A. Titan Instruments, Inc.

Jilaine Abad

Matias Abarca

Matias Abarca Caldera

Vrushali P. Abhyankar, MDS

Adrian E. Abrahams, DMD

Judy Abramson
in honor of Dr. Ron Nevins’ 
85th Birthday

Raniah Abualjis

David J. Adams, DMD

Don and Jessie Adams

Lance Adelson, DMD

Irina Tkach DDS, MS

Kambiz Afshar-Mohajer

Anirudha Agnihotry

Janelle Aguirre

Dean Nadeem Ahmad,  
DDS, DABP

Chanook David Ahn, DMD

Ishan Ahuja

Mary E. Aichelmann-Reidy, 
DDS

Kent Akin

Shaimaa Al Harthi, BDS

Ali Al Hatem

Rana Al Rasheed

Yousuf A. Al-Aboosi

Mustafa Al-Azzawi

Lais Alberti Ferreira

Wayne Aldredge
in honor of Dr. Joan  
Otomo-Corgel, President of 
the AAP Foundation

Sarah Alduwaisan

Shahad Alghanem

Faisal Alghanim

Hammad Alghfeli

Said Al-Jazaeri

Hunter Allen, DDS

Andrew L. Allen, DMD

Reema Alnuaimi

Alpine Pharmaceuticals

Thaer Alqadoumi, DDS

Hawra Nasser Alqallaf, DDS

Reem Alreshaid

Alaa Alsaffar

Rawaa Alshatti

Laura Altawil

Gary Ian Altschuler, DMD

Alvies Boots

Darron R. Alvord, DMD

American Academy of  
Periodontology #

Rodrigo Amigo Neme

Pantea Amirjalali

Dorothy Anasinski, DDS

Luciano C. Andrada, DDS

Nikola Angelov, DDS, PhD

Sarvenaz Angha, DDS

John C. Aniemeke, DDS

James W. Antoon, DMD

Mayvadee Apirugnunchai

Tiago G. Araujo

Silie Arboleda

Roger Arce, DDS

Remi Arseneau, DMD

Dr. Harold Arthur

Andre Artis

Akemi Arzouman, DMD

Michael Arzouman, DDS

Dorene S. Ash, DDS

Volha Bortnik

George Athansios

The Avenues Company

Gustavo Avila-Ortiz,  
DDS, MS, PhD

Srinivas Ayilavarapu,  
BDS, MDS, DSc

Souhad Bachnak

Jeanne M. Badillo DMD

Ariana Bagheri

Zahra Bagheri, DDS

Oded Bahat, BDS, MSD

Robert F. Baima, DDS

Alicia Baker

Major General (Dr.) Sharon R. 
Bannister 

Daniel Barabas, DDS

Thais Barbosa Dominguez

Joseph E. Barclay Jr, DDS

Clark Tobias Barco, DDS

The late Dr. Michael Barnett

Stephen L. Bass, DDS, MS

Seyed Hossein Bassir, DDS

Leslie G. Batnick, DDS

Tina M. Beck, DDS, MS
in memory of Dr. James 
Mellonig

Erin Becker
in memory of  
Dr. Burton Becker

Lynn Bellis

Angel S. Bello, DMD

Sara A. Bender, DDS

Duane E. Bennett II, DDS

Martinna Mendonca Bertolini, 
DDS

Nirmi Bhakta

Shreena Bhakta

Meghana Bhat

BioGaia

Catherine A. Bishop, DDS

Col Barbara Black

Scott C. Blanchard, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. Timothy M. 
Blieden

Casey and Kathy Blitt
in memory of  
Dr. Burton E. Becker

Mitchell & Bonnie Bloom

Stacey M. Blume, DMD

Richard Bobulsky, DDS

Drs. Jason A. Boch and  
Cara L. Donley 

Gina T. Bonaventura, DDS

Raymond A. Bonomo, DMD

Bruce and Debbie Boretsky

Milita G. Borguet, DMD

Layal Bou Semaan

Chloe Boucher

Frank and Betty Bouchett

Anil K. Bouri Jr., DDS

Jonathan C. Boynton, DMD

Michael Bral, DDS

Donna Brennan

Steven K. Britain, DDS

Alexis Brito

Duncan L. Brittain

Bethany D. Brooks,  
DMD, MPH

Eric B. Brooks DDS

Leslie H. Brooks

Cherie A. Brown, DDS

Ksenia Bubukina

Mark E. Buchman, DDS

Ai Thu Bui

Ana Bujila

Bobby L. Butler, DDS

Dominykas Bytautas

Blaine G. Calahan, DDS, MS

Dana Camacho

Paulo M. Camargo, DDS

Matthew Cantner, DMD

Dr. Nick and Theodora 
Caplanis

James L. Carazola, DMD

Matthew D. Carlisle DDS

Lillian C. Carpio,  
DDS, MS, PhD

Timothy C. Carter, DDS

Giuseppe Carvelli

Edmund A. Cassella, DMD

Dominick Catania, DMD

Dr. Jack Caton and  
Mrs. Harriet Caton

Leylani Cea-Martínez

Karim Chaddad DDS, MS

Jane K. Chadwick, DDS

Jaclyn Chalmers

Yu-Ting Chan

Corporate Partners

# �Academies, Boards, 
Clubs, Foundations, 
and Societies

* �Members of the 
Visionary Society
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AAP Foundation 2023 Donors Continued

Corporate Partners

# �Academies, Boards, 
Clubs, Foundations, 
and Societies

* �Members of the 
Visionary Society

Micah Chan, DMD

Jennifer Chang, DDS

Kai-Chiao J. Chang, DDS, MS

Juliet Chang, DMD

Yucheng Chang, DDS, M.Sc.D

P. Kevin Chen, DMD, MS

Michelle Chen

Jen Chen

Zhijian Chen, DDS, MS

Charles C. Chen, DDS

James Cheng

Yi-Chen Chiang

Hua-Hong Chien, DDS, PhD

Gail and Susan Childers

Haemin Chin, DMD

Lan-Lin Chiou

Sang-Choon Cho

Rebecca J. Choi

Efstratios Choreftakis

Yong-Hee Patricia Chun,  
DDS, PhD

Lewis and Nancy Claman

Daniel R. Clark, DDS

Dr. Don and Maureen Clem

David L. Cochran, DDS, PhD

Dr. Gregg Codelli

Scott Cohen, DMD, MSD

Mack Elbert Coker, DDS

Christine Marie Cole,  
DDS, MHs

Rossland Collins

Walter E. Colon II, DMD, MS

Matthew Comfort

Carolina Comin

Stephen A. Cook, DDS, MSD

Thomas A. Copulos, DDS

Gabriella Cordero

Denise Cortez

Sandrine Couldwell

Sally Jo Cram, DDS

Sydney A. Creath

Crest Oral-B P&G  
Professional Oral Health

Joseph M. Cristoforo, DDS

Tricia Ruth Crosby, DDS, MS

Paula S. Crum, DDS

Phillip Crum, DDS

Brad Crump, DDS, MS

Michael P. Cunningham, DDS

Cutting Edge Technology LLC

Maroun Dagher, DDS

Alan A. Dalessandro, DDS

Caitlin D. Darcey, DMD,MS

Robert M. Davidson, DDS

Ed M. De Andrade, DDS

Beatriz De Brito Bezerra, DDS

Kelly De La Torre

Jamie A. DeStefano, DMD

Ann Decker, DMD

Bradley S. Degroot, DDS

Dentium USA

Sarah S. DeSanz, DDS

Steven G. Detsch, DDS

Debora Dias

Issa Dkeidek, DDS, MSD

Jonathan H. Do, DDS,  
Dip Perio

Jill Rogers Doan DDS, MS

Linda L. Dobis, DDS

Maria Dona

Kristina Donehew

Beth J. Dorfman, DDS

Anuja Doshi, BDS

Sahar Dowlatshahi, DDS

Irina Florentina Dragan,  
DMD, MSc

Stephanie Drake

Andrew C. Dreyer, DDS, MS

Jerry Drury, DDS, MS

Wagner R. Duarte, DDS,PhD

Poliana Mendes Duarte

William T. Dubois, DDS

John P. Ducar, DDS

Julianna Duchock

Sheree Duff

Kaylee C. Duggan

David Dunbar

Kara Dunegan

Benjamin T. Duval, DDS

Spencer Dykman

James and Lydia Easley

Robert M. Eber, DDS, MS

Ryan K. Edmunds, DDS, MS

Edward P. Allen Center for  
Advanced Dental Education

Karim El Kholy, DDS, MSD

Arwa M. El Maraghi

Noha A. Elkadry, DMD

Maria L. Elkins, DDS, MSD

Mona T. Ellis, DMD

Pinar Emecen, DDS

David Engen, DDS

Gerard Epelbaum, DDS

Lea Ella Erickson

Kenneth J. Erley, DMD

Vahid T. Eshraghi, DMD

Ryan Estes, DMD, MS

Michael P. Evans, DDS, MS

Joseph Dylan Everett, DDS

Dr. Heike Fania

Mehrdad Favagehi, DDS

Ann A. Fay, DDS

Chase A. Feagin

Maxine A. Feinberg, DDS

Dr. Charles B. Felts

Jennifer Ellis Ferreira

Adrienne Fetner

Matthew D. Ficca DMD, MSD

Richard S. Finlayson, DDS

Neil Finn, DDS

Garrett Finney

Monica A. Flynn, DMD

Craig K. Foisie, DMD, MS

John B. Fontana III, DMD, MS

Joelle Foster

Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence S. 
Frankel

Steven T. Fredeen

Natalie Ana Frost, DDS, BS

Stuart J. Froum, DDS

Alon Frydman

Glenn M. Fujinaka, DDS

Michel V. Furtado Araujo,  
DDS, MDS

Joseph Wade Gaither, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. Dennis R. 
Galanter 

Razmik Galustian, DDS, MS

Gloria A. Gargiulo, DDS

Richard and Amanda Gartner

Denise C. Gay, DDS

Dr. Joanne Gaydos-Daniel

Justin Gee, DMD, MSD

Drs. Mia Geisinger and  
Gregory Umphrey

Eric Geist, DDS

Geistlich Pharma North  
America Inc

Dr. and Mrs. Miltiades Geivelis

David A. Gelb, DDS

Christie Ger

Thu P. Getka

Adam B. Getreu, DDS, MS

Nico C. Geurs, DDS

William and Angela Giannobile

Ana Becil Giglio, DDS

William A. Gilbert, DMD

Sanford A. Glazer, DDS
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Mark E. Glover, DDS, MSD

GluStitch, Inc

Mitchel S. Godat, DDS, MS

Timothy W. Godsey, DDS, MS

Richard Goldin, DDS

Taillk G. Gomes

Patricia Gomes

Maria Gonzalez

Franklin L. Gordon, Jr.,  
DDS, MS, MS

Marc E. Gordon, DMD

Jonathan Gordon, DDS

Cheryl J. Goren Robins, DDS

David S. Gottlieb, DMD

Ashton Garrett Gouldin, DDS

Colin S. Graser, DMD

Ralph C. Gray, DDS

Kiya Green-Dixie, DDS, MS

Lionell N. Greenberg, DDS

John C. Greif, DDS

Howard B. Gross, DDS

Marc J. Gross DDS
in memory of  
Dr. Jim Mellonig

Elizabeth Grys, DDS

Dean Guevarra

Katherine A. Guilfoyle, DDS

Jennifer Gutierrez

Mauricio A. Gutierrez, DMD

Leonardo Gutiérrez

Cuong Huy Ha, DDS

Lea Hachem, DDS

Ali Hadian Amrei

Alireza Haeri, DMD

Armin Haghshenas

Kevin Hahn

John C. Hall, DDS, MS

Ellen Hall, DDS

Yusuke Hamada, DDS

Rupa Hamal, DMD, LLC

Babak Hamidi, DDS

Lu Han

Mitchell Hanson

Nicole E. Harari

Samia Hardan, DMD, MS

Stephen K. Harrel, DDS

Brien V. Harvey, DDS

Kevin Haveman, DDS

Christine Hayashi, DDS, MS

Kent Healy

Rick H. Heard III, DDS, MS

Dr. and Mrs. Richard Herman

Edith Hernichel-Gorbach, 
DMD, MS

Bruno Schneider Herrera, 
DDS, PhD

Dr. and Mrs. John R. Herrin

Alice Herrmann

Caroline M. Herron, DDS, MSD

Amanda Heydaria

Judson S. Hickey, DMD

Kelly Marie Hill, DDS

Hiossen Implants

Emanuel Hnarakis, DDS

Kailing Ho

James D. Hoag, DDS

Stephanie Hoang

Hana C. Hobbs, DDS, MS

Margaret Hodgson

Steven D. Hokett, DDS

Ernest Jamie Holden, DMD

Benjamin Horn

Dr. Harold L. and Diane Horton
in honor of Dr. Marvin  
Rosenberg; in memory of  
Dr. Irving Glickman &  
Dr. Bill Less

Bruce E. Houser, DDS
in memory of Dr. Jim 
Mellonig

Yung-Ting Hsu,  
DDS, MDSc, MS

Carson Hunt

Mylea Wilson Hunter,  
DDS, MS, RDH

Richard Hunter, DDS

Patrick L. Huston, DDS

Sean Hwang

Jin W. Hwang, DMD

Vincent J. Iacono, DMD

John M. Iasella, DDS

Sack Igarashi, DDS, BSC

Andrew Ken Ikazaki

Yorinobu Ikeda, DDS

Irene K. Ilchyshyn & the late 
Dr. Nicholas Ilchyshyn

Impladent Ltd

Giuseppe Intini, DDS, PhD

Dale C. Irving, DDS

Makiko Ishii, PhD

Dmitriy Ivanov, DDS

Shivani V. Iyer

J. Morita USA Inc.

Jonathan M. Jackson, DDS

Jim Janakievski, DDS, MSD

Tamara Jandali

Joseph Jankovich, DMD

Hamed H. Javadi, DDS

Michelle Parzat Jennings, 
DDS

Robert T. Jensen, DDS
in memory of  
Dr. James Mellonig

Richard C. Jirsa, DDS
in memory of Dr. John Horton

Tyler Johansen

Vanchit and Sharmila John

Georgia K. Johnson, DDS, MS

Marshall V. Johnson, DDS

Deborah S. Jones DDS

Seung Won Jung

Era Kakar

Khushboo Kalani

Stephen S. Kallaos, DDS

Joseph Kan, DDS,MS

Gary K. Kanemura, DDS

Thomas Kang, DDS

Ann M. Kania, DDS

Wen-Kai Daniel Kao, DDS,MS

Colin Kappel

Kian Kar, DDS, MS

Olympia Karacosta

Edward Dwayne Karateew

Minou Karbakhsch, DDS,MSD

Tony C. Kardelis, DDS, MS

Nina Karnuta

Kirsten Freeman

Kosuke Kashiwagi

James A. Katancik, DDS, PhD

Simona Katona, DDS

Claire C. Kaugars, DDS

Aline G. Kaye, DDS, MSD

John A. Keegan, DDS, MS

William Patrick Kelsey V.,  
DDS, MS

Matthew Kelsey, DDS

Tyler Kemerer

Thomas J. Kepic, DDS, MSD

Hazel Kerr

Jean-Claude Kharmouche, 
DMD

Abdulwahab Khodadah

Aemin Kim

Justin Kim

Sang Hyo Kim

Naryung Kim

Suyeon Kim

Tyler Kim, DDS

H. Chu Kim, DDS, MS

Jin Y. Kim, DDS,FACD,MPH,MS
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David M. Kim, DDS

Catherine King

Michael G. Kirsch, DDS

Donna K. Klauser, DDS

Gabriela Klaz

Wisten Klein

Ross E. Kline, DMD
in memory of Dr. Jay Seibert

Perry Klokkevold, DDS 
in honor of Dr. Henry H. 
Takei, my greatest mentor, 
esteemed colleague and  
dear friend

Nathan Kobold

Lauren Kobold

Priyanka Kodaganallur 
Pitchumani

Ana Kodra

Richard U. Koh, DDS

Jessica Koster

Jana-Marie Koylass

Ms. Leslie Kramer

Richard Krauss, DMD

Daniel Kruk-Leahy

Satish Kumar, DDS, MDSc

Purnima Kumar, DDS, PhD

Wayne Kye, DDS, MS

Silvia La Rosa, DDS

Brenton J. Lahey, DMD

Michael Lamb

Magret C. Lan, DDS, MS

Robby Lane

Kim Lang

Dr. Greg and Susan Langston

Karen E. Lanier and  
Burt Jordan

John C. Lanz, DDS

Ryan Jeffrey Lark

Laschal Surgical  
Instruments, Inc

David and Barbara Lasho

Kateryna Latypova, DMD

Rebecca Ann Lavene, DMD

Lisa A. Lear, DDS

Spencer Matthew Lee, DDS

InHan Lee, DMD

Chun-Teh Lee, DDS, MS

Jaden Lee

Connie Lee, DDS, MS

Christopher J. Leja, DMD

Neal Lemmerman, DMD, MS

Jesse Lemoine

Cataldo Leone DMD

Agata Lesniewski

Francois Denis Letourneau, 
DMD

Patty and Paul Levi
in memory of  
Dr. Burton Becker

Barry P. Levin, DMD

Alan M. Levine, DDS

Robert A. Levine, DDS

Brenda Lamb Lewis,  
DDS, MSD

Joan M. Lewis, DDS, MSD

Lewis M. Gabbe Foundation #

Amy Yu Xuan Lin

Kevin Lin

Guo-Hao Lin

Zhao Lin, BDS, MMSc,  
MS, PhD

Jack H. Lincks, DDS, MS

David Lipton, DDS

Nicole S. Litizzette DDS

Luis A. Litonjua DMD, MS

Caroline Littlejohn

Allison Liu

John E. Lofthus, DDS

Juan Carlos Lopez DMD

Eduardo R. Lorenzana, DDS

Louisiana Society of  
Periodontists #

Drs. Terri Brooks and  
Paul Lovelace

Sam and Tess Low

Halpei Luan

Jacob Lubben

Austen Lucena

Paul G. Luepke, DDS

Andrew G. Lum, DMD

Michelle Luna

Dr. Samuel Lynch and Dr. 
Leslie Wisner-Lynch

Collins T. Lyons DDS

A. Sidney Lyons, DMD

Lillian Carmina Lyons,  
DDS, MS

Wenge Ma, DDS

Scott Mackey, DDS

Iman Mohammadi, DMD

Ethan Madison

Eric Madsen

Victoria Maglaras

Rahul Makwana

Steven C. Maller, DDS, MS

Maryse Manasse

George A. Mandelaris,  
DDS, MS

Pooja Maney

Er-Jia Mao, DDS

William Marchi, DDS

Mark D. Margolin DDS

Brian S. Margolis, DDS

Karen L. Marino, DDS, MS

Katie Martin, DMD

Luis Martinez Ortiz

Lisa B. Masters, DDS and 
Brad Woods, DDS

Noriaki Matsukura, DDS

Clay and Pat Maupin

Shelby Maurice

John Mazzocco

Bradley S. McAllister,  
DDS, PhD

Charles McBrayer, DDS

Charles M. McCann, DDS,MS

Thomas K. McCawley, DDS

Pamela and Michael McClain

Drs. Michael J. McDevitt and 
Martha Anne McDevitt

Thomas F. McGillicuddy, DMD

Dr. and Mrs. Michael K. 
McGuire

Jennifer L. McGuire Haveman, 
DMD

Cassandra Collins McKenzie, 
DDS

Judy McNeill

Michael J. McQuade, DDS, MS

Brian and Carla Mealey
in honor of Dr. Louis Rose

Takis John Megas Jr., DMD

Michael Mehlbauer, DMD

Meisinger USA

Jose R. Mellado, DMD, MS

Pete N. Mellas, DMD, MS

Philip R. Melnick, DMD

Roman S. Melnyk, DDS

W. Lee Melvin, DMD

Stephen Meraw, DDS

Robert and Barbara Merin

Charles J. Meyer, DDS

Midwest Society of  
Periodontology #

Patricia A. Miguez, DDS, MS

Freddy Mikhail

Claire Miles, DDS

Mahogany S. Miles,  
DMD, MSD

D. Douglas Miley, DMD

AAP Foundation 2023 Donors Continued
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Mandy Miller, DMD

Robert J. Miller, DMD

Benita Atiyeh Miller, DDS

Michael P. Mills, DMD

Takanari Miyamoto DDS

Janvi Mody

Roya Mohajer, DDS

Saba Mohammadi

Azeem Mohiuddeen

Fausto R. Moncada, DDS

Morvarid Monfaredzadeh

Gregory Montgomery

Ralph Gilbert Montoya,  
DDS, MS

Lorenzo Mordini, DDS

Cristiano Moreira

Thiago Morelli, DDS

Patrick J. Morris, DDS, MS

Stephen G. Morse, DMD

Ari L. Moskowitz, DMD

John H. Mumford, DMD

Edward T. Murphy, DMD

Raha Naderi

Kohji Nagata

Richard Nagy

Ronald H. Nason, DDS, MS

Nima Natanzi

Mazen Natour

Paolo Nava

Michael D. Neal, DMD

Ivanelis Negron Ojeda

Mary E. Neill, DDS
in memory of  
Dr. James Mellonig

Shelby J. Nelson, DDS, MS

Myron and Marcy Nevins

Dr. Marc and Stacey Nevins
in honor of Dr. Myron Nevins

Nancy L. Newhouse, DDS, MS

Michael G. Newman, DDS

Lincoln Nguyen

Tu Nguyen

Richard A. Nichols Jr., DMD
in memory of  
Dr. James Mellonig

Arisa Nishikawa

Dee C. Nishimine, DDS

Eric Louis Niver, DDS

Farah Niyazi

Robert Noelken

Kirk W. Noraian, DDS

Sophia A. Nottoli

Tadakazu Obama, DDS

Fany Brisa Ocampo, DMD

Deborah A. Odell, DDS

Min Oh

Kyuchul Oh

Eunseok Eugene Oh, DDS

Danielle Ohana

David K. Okano, DDS

John C. O’Neill IV, DMD

Yoshihiro Ono, DDS

Magdalena Orlowska

Frederika Orsagova

Iris B. Ortiz-Gonzalez, DMD

Osteogenics Biomedical

Joan Otomo-Corgel and  
Rich Corgel

Felipe D. Ouriques

Benjamin T. Overstreet, DDS

Pacific Dental Services, Inc

Josue Padilla, DMD, MS, PhD

Luis F. Pagan, DMD

Shaunak Pal

Angela Palaiologou-Gallis, 
DDS, MS

Kent and Phoebe Palcanis
in honor of Dr. Jerry Bowers

Leena Palomo, DDS

Miguel E. Palou, DMD

Alka Panwar, BDS

George Papasikos, DMD

Klenise Paranhos

John Paris

Leslie J. Paris, DDS

Sohee K. Park, DMD, MHS

Anand Parmar, DMD

Carlos Parra, DDS

Rushi Patel

Reeya Patel

Tulsi Patel

Sarina Patel

Victoria Patrounova

Brian F. Paul, DMD
in memory of  
Dr. James Mellonig

Constantine Pavlakos, DDS

Ellen Pearce

Barry Peltzman, DDS

Alfred Penhaskashi, DDS

Raul Perez

Luis A. Perez, DDS, MS

Dennis J. Perrott, DDS

Thomas L. Peterson, DMD

Jason M. Peterson, DDS

Matthew Pham

Gregory E. Phillips, DDS

Maria Picado

John J. Picard, DMD

Pikos Institute

Flavia Q. Pirih, DDS, PhD

Alan and Anne Polson

Glenn Ponich

Porter Instrument

Michael and Karen Poth

Pro Med Sales, Inc.

Joe Allan Provines, DMD

Jeffrey Pullano

Robert P. Pulliam, DMD

David W. Pumphrey, DDS

Brock Pumphrey Sr, DMD
in memory of  
Dr. James Mellonig

F. Neal Pylant Jr., DMD

Nauman Quamar, DDS

Paul Quinlan

David George Quintero, DMD

Quintessence Publishing 
Company, Inc.

Guity M. Rabbani, DDS

Zori Z. Rabinovitz, DMD

Barry L. Radell, DDS

Arlynn G. Raez, DDS

Indira Rai

Nish Rajkanth

Andrew G. Ramirez

Robert Ramirez Jr., DDS

Claudia Ramos

Elizabeth D. Ramos,  
DDS, MSD

Kane W. Ramsey

Elizabeth Felts, DMD

Gene M. Ranieri, DDS

Khalid Rasheed, DDS

Megan A. Ratliff, DDS, MS

Andrea Ravida, DDS,MS

Aaron B. Rawlings, DMD

Galya Raz, DMD

William G. Reeves, DDS

Edmond Rexha, DDS
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Elio Reyes Rosales, DDS

Naser M. Rezaei, DDS

Susan Richards

Dr. & Mrs. Chris Richardson

Kristen Richey

Colin S. Richman, DMD

Trevor Richmond

Heather K. Ridgway, DDS, MS

Sarah Rinehart, DDS

Masooma Rizvi

Frank A. Roberts, DDS

Daniel D. Roberts, DDS

Baleigh Robertson

Lt. Col. Janet Robinson

Dr. Tom Rodriguez

Rafael K. Rodriguez,  
DMD, MSc.D

Juan C. Rodriguez, DDS

Paul and Michele Romano

Louis Rose, DDS, MD and 
Claire Rose

Paul and Sheri Rosen

Amanda Rossetti

Christina Rostant

Satoko Ono Rubin,  
DMD, MDSc

Louis F. Rubino Jr., DMD

Deborah K Ruprecht, DDS

Keely Russell

Peter A. Russo, DDS

Stephen Russo, DMD

John Russo, DDS

Alexandra Rutwind

Tiffany Saba

Mehdi Saber, DDS, MSD

Jordan D. Sahawneh

Erik F. Sahl, DDS

Hiroyuki Saito

Ali S. Sajadi, DDS

Adam E. Saltz, DMD, MPH

Rosalie Salus Braun

Salvin Dental Specialties, Inc.

Ray Sanai, DDS, MS
in memory of Dr. G. Sanai, 
my Father whom I will always 
remember

Farshid Sanavi, DMD

Takeshi Sasaki, DDS

Jessica Sathissarat, DDS

Alisa Sato, DDS

Tomohide Satoh, DDS, PhD

Robert and the late JoAnn 
Schallhorn 

in memory of  
Dr. James Mellonig

Rachel A. Schallhorn, DDS, MS

Karin Schey, DMD

E. Todd Scheyer, DDS, MS

Robert E. Schifferle, DDS

Alexander J. Schloss, DDS

Daniel B. Schneider, DDS

William J. Schuldt, DDS, MS

Thomas M. Scorziello, DMD

Edward H. Segal, DDS

Jane K. Segal, DMD

Milagros Serrano, DDS

Khaled Y. Shabany, DMD

Rana G. Shahi, DDS

Elizabeth Shalaby

Paul R. Shaman, DDS, MS

Mr. Stanley Shapiro
in honor of Dr. Myron Nevins

Ryan Shargel

Carrie Shaver

Courtney Tyler Shearer DMD

Steven Sheibley

Yusuf A. Sheikh, DMD

Lee N. Sheldon, DMD

Donald B. Sherman, DDS

Ye Shi, DDS

Harlan Shiau, DDS, DMSc

Takahiko Shiba

Keiji Shigeno, DMD

Richard Hochul Shin, DDS

Marc and Karen Shlossman

Nicholas David Shumaker, 
DDS, MS

Brett Silvers

Mark J. Silvers, DDS

Scott I. Silverstein, DDS, MS

Trevor F. Simmonds, DDS

Kevin M. Sims, DMD, MS

Jagdeep Singh, DDS

Camille C. Siqueira Nogueira, 
DDS, DSc

Samin Sirous

Michael Siy

Brady Skytland, DMD

Terence J. Smith, DDS

Snoasis Medical LLC

Harold (Hal) B. Snyder III, 
DDS, MS

Colleen Snyder

Dr. Kristi M. Soileau

Nikolaos Soldatos, DDS, PhD

Ann Somers, DDS

Priscilla Sosa

Southern Academy of  
Periodontology #

Sowingo

Specialty1 Partners

Judith Spelke
in honor of Patty Levi’s  
80th Birthday

James D. Spivey, DDS

Linda Star

Jason Starace, DDS

Harriet Stathis

Panagiota Stathopoulou, 
DDS,DMD,PhD

Matthew R. Steffer, DDS, MS

Sidney H. Stein, DMD

Marc D. Stein, DDS

Travis Steinberg

Raymond J. Steiner, DDS

StellaLife Inc.

William C. Stentz, DDS

John Douglas Sterrett, DDS

Daniel B. Stiefel, DMD

Jason C. Stoner, DDS

Jerry L. Stovall, DMD

Mary S. Stuart, DDS

Sandra Wolf, DMD

Drs. Ronald and Janet 
Stukalin

Andrew J. Sullivan Jr., DDS

SUNSTAR

Toni Susskind

Edwin E. Sutherland II, DDS, MS

William M. Suttle, DDS

Meredith Swisher, DDS

Angela M. Synatzske, DDS,MS

Henry H. Takei, DDS

Martin Talia

Vera W. L. Tang, DDS, MS

James H. Tanner, DDS, MS

Eduardo Tanur Arav, DDS

Dimitris N. Tatakis, DDS, PhD

Lorenzo Tavelli, DDS

Russell Taylor

TBS Dental

Alline Teles

Kayleigh E. Temple, DDS, MS

Beatriz Terry, DDS, MS

Sunil D. Thanik, DMD

Donald L. Theriault, DMD

Benjamin Rawsthorne  
Thomas, DDS

AAP Foundation 2023 Donors Continued
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Sofia Thompson

Sarah M. Thompson

John William Thousand IV, DDS

Maria Tibbs, DDS

Mason Tobola

Susana Torres

Amy Tran

Dustin Tran

CDR Ngoc Nhung Tran

Suncica Travan, DDS, MS

Treloar and Heisel

Amy Trevino

Alex Trinh

Kyle Trobough, DDS

Ken Truitt

Lisa A. Turner, DDS

Joyce Yang Turner, DDS, MS

Maria Tzirani

J. Jay Uemura, DDS

Liana Umbrio

University of Texas Health  
Science Ctr at San Antonio #

Satoru Urano, DDS

Sridhar K. V K Eswaran

Sanaz Vahid, DDS

Alicia Valentini, DDS, MS

Annika Van Der Werf, DDS

Sarah VanAmburg

Jody B. Vance, DDS

Lindsey Vander zalm

Paul VanRaaphorst, DDS, MS

Ash Vasanthan, DDS

Diego Velasquez, DDS

Versah, LLC

Dr. Frank Vigliotti

Lucy Villa, DMD

Nasgoll Viola

Robert A. Vitas,  
PhD, CAE, CFRE

James and Racquel Vlassis

Hannah Vo

Karen A. Wager, DDS

Brittany L. Wall

I-Chung Wang, DDS

Xiaoge Wang

Roger N. Warren, DDS
in memory of  
Dr. Robert Schoor

Leif E. Washer, DMD

Perry A. Wasserlauf, DMD

Peter and Judi Wasserman

Morris W. Wasylenki, DDS, MS

Sandra Watkins

Stephen C. Watson, DDS

J. Michael Weber, DMD, MSD

Theodore Weesner, DDS

Allison Weinberg, DDS

Dr. Oren and Michal Weiss

Perry Westbrook, DMD, MSD

Matthew Wetzel, DDS

Alice Whang

Michael Whang, DDS, DR

John White, DDS

Cecil White Jr., DMD

John Whytosek, DMD 
in memory of  
Dr. Robert Schoor

Tarshya Wickramasinghe

Jerold C. Wilde, DDS, MS

Jeremy J. Wilgus DDS

Natalie Scott Williams

Megumi Aita Williamson, DDS

Angela N. Wilson, DDS

Mark M. Wilson, DDS

Steven L. Wilson, DDS

John H. Wilson, DMD, MS

James G. Wilson, DMD

Kristina Donehew

Ryan L. Wong

Emma Wood

Phillip D. Woods DDS, MPH

Nicholas Wright

Holland B. Wright II, DMD, MS

David Wu

Jasper Wu

Yi-Chu Wu

Ping Seung Alice Wu, DDS

Xemax Surgical Products, Inc

Todd H. Yamada, DDS

Scott Beji Yamaoka, DDS

Craig Y. Yonemura, DDS

Olivia Yoon

Rin Yoshioka

Mary Younan

Yating Young

Alan Young, DMD

Paul YC Yu

Jan Yu

Shan-Huey Yu, DDS

David H. Yu, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. S. Jerome Zackin

Mark D. Zahn, DDS, MS

Ellen M. Zammarchi

Niloofar Zarkesh, DDS

Hugo Zegarra Baquerizo

Jacob Zellner

Jacob Zimmer
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It is my pleasure to present this 2023 Financial Report to the generous 
friends and benefactors of the American Academy of Periodontology 
Foundation. The AAP Foundation’s financial position remains strong 
despite the vicissitudes of the economy and financial markets. Your 
generosity, the vision of the Board of Directors, prudent management 
by staff, and a diversified portfolio are the ingredients of our success. 
We remain by far the largest federally tax-exempt public charity in the 
United States devoted to periodontal education and research.

Major and planned gifts continue. We are the beneficiary of more 
testamentary bequests than before. Dental industry continues to 
expand its support, indicating that the AAP Foundation inspires trust 
and confidence in what we do. The AAP Foundation stewards your 
dollars carefully and keeps operating expenses to a minimum so that 
maximum funding goes to our programs.

The AAP Foundation has continued its support of education and 
research and is poised for new initiatives in 2024 and beyond. We 
have awarded almost $7 million in support of our specialty since 
our founding in 1990 and are determined to continue and grow this 
important work.

On behalf of our Board of Directors, volunteers, and staff, thank you 
for supporting our mission, our specialty, and the health of patients for 
over three decades.

			 

Robert A. Vitas, Ph.D., CAE, CFRE, 
Executive Director

Here are the sources of our support:
• Contributions and pledges totaled $749,305.

• Programming garnered an additional $24,377.

• �Investment income rebounded at $1,018,607, erasing the 
paper losses of the previous year.

What do we do with your hard-earned dollars?
• �$327,000 granted in scholarships, fellowships and to 

periodontal programs reflects our unswerving commitment to 
periodontal education and research.

• �Another $30,000 supported educational programming of the 
American Academy of Periodontology.

• �Program support activities expended $119,653 and Outreach 

programs totaled $363,960.

• �Annual Meeting programs were $80,090, including outlays for a 
successful Future Horizons in Periodontology session.

• Operational expenses held steady at $370,212.

2023 Financial Report
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The American Academy of Periodontology Foundation (AAPF) is a 
federally tax-exempt not-for-profit charitable organization and is the 
only entity of its kind dedicated to periodontists and the patients they 
serve. Your donations directly support education and research in the 
field of periodontology.

You can give to the AAP Foundation online, by phone, by mail, or 
through a planned gift. You can also donate in honor or in memory of 
a loved one. Choose from one of the following easy giving options:

• �Online: You can make an online donation through our secure 
online giving form, 24 hours per day at www.periofoundation.org. 
You can use this form to make a one-time gift, set up a monthly 
recurring gift, or initiate a long-term pledge to be paid over time.

• �Phone: Credit Card gifts are gratefully accepted at 312-573-3257 
during regular business hours.

• �Mail: You can mail your donation to the AAPF to: 
AAP Foundation 
PO Box 7020 
Carol Stream, IL 60197-7020

• �Planned Gift: If you are interested in making a gift through your will, 
life insurance policy, a trust, or IRA, please visit periofoundation.
planmygift.org to explore your options, or call 312-573-3256 for 
more information. 

Thank you for your contributions to support the future of 
periodontology. Your generosity will have a lasting impact on the 
specialty’s educators, researchers, practitioners, and patients. 

Contributions made to AAPF qualify as charitable donations 
for federal income tax purposes and are eligible for income tax 
deductions to the extent provided by law. Please consult with your tax 
adviser to determine the amount allowed. No goods or services will 
be provided in exchange for your generous financial donation.

Ways to Give

The late Michael L. Barnett

Dr. Sara Bender

Monish Bhola

Jack and Harriet Caton

The late Abram and Sylvia Chasens

Dr. Gail and Mrs. Susan Childers

Marilyn Ciancio and the late Seb Ciancio

Ms. Joanne Cohen

The late Dr. D. Walter Cohen

Rich Corgel and Joan Otomo-Corgel

The late L.K. and Lucy Croft

Dr. Benjamin T. Duval

D. Scott Fehrs

The late Robert T. Ferris, DDS, PhD

Drs. Bryan and Linda Frantz

Drs. Mia Geisinger and Gregory Umphrey

Dr. and Mrs. John Herrin

Vanchit and Sharmila John

Richard T. Kao, DDS

Dr. and Mrs. Paul A. Levi, Jr.

Michael and Jana McGuire

Dr. Stephen J. Meraw, DDS, MS

Dr. and Mrs. P.D. Miller

Dr. David Okano

Dr. Gerald Pieroni

Michael P and Gilia Rethman

The late R. Earl Robinson

Jeffrey A. Rossmann, DDS, MS

Jo M. Rummelhart, DDS

Dr. Jay Salzman

E. Todd and Stephanie Scheyer

Bryan Siegelman, DDS, Dip Perio

The late Bob Spettel

Dr. and Mrs. Edward Sugarman

Linda Tarrson and the late E. Bud Tarrson

Ken and Lisa Thomalla

The late Gayle Wood

Dr. and Mrs. Alan D. Young

S. Jerome and the late Faith B. Zackin

AAP Foundation 
Visionary Society
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Thanks to all who engaged with the AAP Foundation at the AAP 
Annual Meeting in Austin! Whether you stopped by the booth, 
bid on the Silent Auction, attended a meeting or event—we 
appreciate you all! Without your support, the AAP Foundation 
would not be able to award more than $230,000 annually to 
support periodontal education, research, and excellence. 

Awesome  
in Austin —  

Annual Meeting  
2023

The AAP Foundation is grateful to the following  
companies that donated items to our Silent Auction:

A. Titan Instruments, Inc

Dr. Yousuf Al-Aboosi

Alpine Pharmaceuticals

American Academy of 
Periodontology Membership

BioGaia USA

Crest + Oral-B

Cutting Edge Technology LLC

Drs. Steve Daniel and Joanne 
Gaydos-Daniel

Dentium USA

Dr. E. Pat Allen Center for 
Advanced Dental Education

Dr. Irina Dragan

GluStitch Inc.

Dr. John Herrin

Hiossen Implants

Impladent Ltd

J. Morita USA Inc.

Laschal Surgical Instruments, Inc

Louisiana Society of Periodontists

Dr. Cassandra McKenzie

Meisinger USA

Osteogenics Biomedical

Dr. Joan Otomo-Corgel

Pacific Dental Services

Pikos Institute

Dr. Flavia Pirih

Porter Instrument

Pro Med Sales, Inc.

Salvin Dental Specialties, Inc.

Snoasis Medical, LLC

Dr. Kristi Soileau, District 5 
Trustee

Sowingo

Specialty1 Partners

StellaLife®

SUNSTAR Americas, Inc.

TBS Dental

Treloar & Heisel

Versah LLC

Xemax Surgical Products

In 2023, the AAP Foundation again sponsored AAP programs that align 
with the Foundation’s mission. These include the AAP/AAP Foundation/
Osteology Foundation Regeneration Symposium, the Outstanding 
Periodontal Educator Award, the AAP’s R. Earl Robinson Award, 10 
Student Scholarships to attend the 2023 AAP Annual Meeting, and the 
LEAD (Leadership Engagement Action Development) Program.

Congratulations to the students who received AAP 
Foundation Scholarships to the AAP Annual Meeting:

AAP Foundation Support 
of AAP Initiatives

Silie A Arboleda
Rosalie Salus Braun
Sandrine Couldwell
Kosuke Kashiwagi
Halide Namli Kilic

Lincoln Nguyen
Aziz Saqr
Paula Schlemmer
Brett Silvers
Dennis Sourvanos

Martinna Bertolini *
Guo-Liang “Ike” Cheng *
Anuja Doshi *
Kayleigh Eaves Temple 
Adam Lietzan *
Acela A. Martinez Luna *
Karo Parsegian
Sarah Ringdahl

Ali Sajadi
Dylan Sattler
Lorenzo Tavelli *
Jacob Woodrow Zellner *
Yi-Chu Wu *
Yu-Ting Yeh *
Yau Hua Yu *

The LEAD initiative is an exclusive two-day program that aims 
to identify future leaders in periodontics, help them develop the 
necessary skills to ensure success, and inspire a new cohort that is 
committed to advancing the profession. 

Congratulations LEAD class of 2023!

*�Indicates AAP Foundation Award Recipient
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PerioDash 2023 was the AAP Foundation’s largest “dash” yet! More than 
500 participants from around the country (and some international!) 
showed their support for the AAP Foundation.

PerioDash is the AAP Foundation’s virtual run/walk to support 
periodontal education. Participants paid a $35 registration fee that 
included a t-shirt and medal, picked a day within the first two weeks 
of October, and either ran or walked, by themselves or with a team, 
indoors or outside – whatever worked best! Because this is a virtual 
event, it allows flexibility for individuals and teams to schedule their 
participation to accommodate their schedules. 

With 20 teams and hundreds of individuals, the race was on! From 
Boston Strong to the LA Team, the Gum Chums to MichiGum, our teams 
were creative and had a blast! Congratulations to the LA Team for 
raising the most to support the AAP Foundation’s mission. We hope to 
see you all again in 2024!

Boston Strong  
Team

MichiGum  
Team

UT Health 
Houston  

Team

LA Team



American Academy of  
Periodontology Foundation 
2023 Board of Directors

OFFICERS

Joan Otomo-Corgel, DDS, MPH, President 
John R. Herrin, DDS, MS, Vice President 
Lisa B. Masters, DDS, MS, Secretary-Treasurer 

Flavia Q. Pirih, DDS, MS, PhD, Immediate Past President 

DIRECTORS
Caitlin D. Darcey, DMD, MS 
Irina F. Dragan, DMD, MS, MBA
Purnima S. Kumar, DDS, PhD 
Stephen J. Meraw, DDS, MS 
Erin O’Donnell Dotzler, MPP, Ex officio
David K. Okano, DDS, MS 

Christopher R. Richardson, DMD, MS 

Colin Richman, DMD

Craig Y. Yonemura, DDS, ABP Representative

David H. Yu, DDS, MS 

Nominating Committee

Joan Otomo-Corgel, DDS, MPH, chair

Flavia Q. Pirih, DDS, MS, PhD

Diego Velasquez, DDS

John R. Herrin, DDS

Finance Committee

Lisa B. Masters, DDS, MS,  
secretary-treasurer, chair

Joan Otomo-Corgel, DDS, MPH, 
president

John R. Herrin, DDS, vice president

Robert A. Vitas, Ph.D., CAE, CFRE,  
executive director

Stephen L. Bass, DDS, MS

Jose R. Mellado, DMD, MS, FPFA, 
FACD, FICD

Industry Advisory Council

Edward Shellard,  
Carestream Dental, chair

Jaclyn Schiller,  
A. Titan Instruments, Inc.

Dan Perkins, AEGIS Dental Network

Steve Boggan, BioHorizons

Tom Raish, SUNSTAR Americas, Inc.

Dr. D. Walter Cohen Award 
Selection Committee

Yau-Hua Yu, DDS, DMSc, chair

Irina Florentina Dragan, DDS, MS

D. Ryan Clagett, DMD

David Meister, DMD, MS

AAP Educator Scholarship 
Selection Committee

Roger Arce, DDS, chair

Fatemeh Momen-Heravi, DDS, PhD

Ahmed El-Awady, BDS, PhD

Jeffrey A. Rossmann DDS, MS 

David A. Carbonaro, DDS

AAP Teaching Fellowship 
Selection Committee

Satheesh Elangovan,  
BDS, ScD, DMSc, chair

Vivek Thumbigere-Math, DDS, PhD

Georgios A. Kotsakis, DDS

Chun-Teh Lee, DDS, MS

Sukirth M. Ganesan, BDS, PhD

Matthew R. Mason, DDS, PhD, MS

Sivaraman Prakasam, DDS, PhD

Charles W. Finley Grant  
Selection Committee

Yvonne Kapila, DDS, PhD, chair

Vanchit John, DDS

Vrushali P. Abhyankar, MDS

Dr. and Mrs. Gerald M. Kramer 
Award Selection Committee

Satish S. Kumar,  
DMD, MDSc, MS, chair

Glenn M. Fujinaka, DDS

Darron R. Alvord, DMD

Joan Otomo-Corgel, DDS, MPH

Yousuf A. Al-Aboosi, DDS, MS

Patty & Paul Levi Research 
Award Selection Committee

Kent G. Palcanis, DDS, MSD, chair

Orlando J. Abreu, DDS, MS

Juhi Uttamani, BDS, PhD

Patty Levi

Dr. James T. Mellonig  
Regeneration Research 
Award Selection Committee

Bruce A. Doll, DDS, chair

Paul Luepke, DDS, MS

Mark Reynolds, DDS, PhD

Francis Serio, DMD

Nevins Teaching and  
Clinical Research & Nevins 
BioHorizons Fellowship  
Selection Committee

Sangeetha Chandrasekaran,  
BDS, chair

Purnima Kumar, DDS, PhD

Hanae Saito, DDS, MS, CCRC

Yusuke Hamada, DDS, MSD

Joseph Gian-Grasso, DMD

Marc L. Nevins, DMD, MMSc

Robert S. Schoor Research 
Award Selection Committee

Sejal R. Thacker, DDS, chair

Yong-Hee Patricia Chun, DDS, PhD

Pilar Valderrama, DDS, MS

D. Ryan Clagett, DMD

Bud & Linda Tarrson  
Fellowship Selection  
Committee

Abhiram Maddi, DDS, PhD, chair

Kevin Wanxin Luan, BDS, MS

Carlos Parra, DDS

Flavia Q. Pirih, DDS, MS, PhD

David Jolkovsky, DMD

The Richman Family 
Perio-Ortho Award  
Selection Committee

Colin Richman, DMD, chair

Jacob Kobi Stern, DMD, MSc

George Mandelaris, DDS, MS

Drew McDonald, DDS, MS

Zheng Zhou, DDS, PhD

Dr. Mark K. Setter Leadership 
in Periodontology and Dental 
Implantology Award  
Selection Committee

Jason G. Souyias, DDS, chair

Frank Feuille V, DDS

Jill Bresler, DMD

AAP Foundation Fellowship 
to the Institute for Teaching 
& Learning in the Health  
Professions Selection  
Committee

Guo-Hao Lin, MS, DDS, chair

Beatriz Bezerra, DDS, PhD

Yusuke Hamada, DDS, MSD

Ann M. Decker, DMD
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Top row, L to R:  
Chris Richardson,  

Erin O’Donnell Dotzler,  
David Yu, Bob Vitas, Dana Camacho,  

Sarah VanAmburg, Caitlin Darcey

Middle row, L to R: Colin Richman,  
Purnima Kumar, David Okano

Bottom row, L to R: Stephen Meraw,  
Lisa Masters, Irina Dragan,  

Joan Otomo-Corgel, Flavia Pirih,  
John Herrin

Not pictured:  
Craig Yonemura



Orlando J. Abreu, DDS

Wayne A. Aldredge, DMD

Gustavo Avila-Ortiz, DDS, MS, PhD

Monish Bhola, DDS

Nabil F. Bissada, DDS

Barry S. Blank, DDS

Julio Carrion, DMD, PhD
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John D. Moriarty, DDS
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Leena Palomo, DDS

Steven J. Peiser, DDS

Flavia Q. Pirih, DDS, PhD, MS

Michael P. Rethman, DDS

Christopher R. Richardson DMD, MS

Hector F. Rios, DDS, PhD

Adam Saltz, DMD, MS, MPH

Keerthana M. Satheesh DDS

Hom-Lay Wang, DDS, MS, PhD

Bertina C. Yuen DMD, MMSc

AAP Foundation Ambassadors

Leah Andriasian  
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University of Iowa College of Dentistry
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Tufts University
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Medical University of South Carolina
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Marquette University
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Foundation’s mission in different ways. 
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